
1. Chairman’s Introduction

Mitcham Cricket Green is one of Mitcham’s historic sites. Mitcham Cricket Green Community & Heritage (“C&H”) is a registered charity and was set up as an organisation which could help to protect the environment and heritage of the Cricket Green Conservation Area and its Environs, and to promote activities for the benefit of the residents and visitors.

The Conservation Area includes not only the Cricket Green but also Lower Green, Cranmer Green, Three Kings Pond and Three Kings Piece.

The Cricket Club, founded in 1685, is an intrinsic part of the area, and its survival is important to the surrounding community. C&H meets monthly and reports on various issues which are vital in the maintenance of the environment of this unique Area.

To this end, regular updates are made on Public Open Spaces, Planning/Trees/ Licensing and the Cricket Club itself, as well as reports of the activities of local groups. I would like to thank the members who have contributed regularly to the meetings, and in particular to John O’Sullivan, who has put in so much research into the local planning applications, giving his expert opinion so that informed objective decisions can be made. This expertise is shared with the Mitcham Society so an holistic approach is taken to Mitcham, in particular the Regeneration Programme. This is evident in several of the reports in this review.
Local councillors regularly attend our monthly meetings. This has ensured quick and efficient responses to issues raised. In addition officers from the council have attended, when specific issues have been discussed. In addition support has been obtained from the local MP in the issue of the boundaries of the Wandle regional Park through the Wandle Forum.
C&H is not primarily a fundraising body but, has in conjunction with the Mitcham Society and the Mitcham Village Residents’ Association, held a fundraising social evening at the Vestry Hall in November, in aid of the Club and also to celebrate the Vestry Hall as a focus of community life.  It is hoped that other such activities may follow. 

C&H is advised by the Metropolitan Public Gardens Association (which has an interest in the wider Area extending back over a century) on matters pertaining to the local open space heritage ,the Wandle Country Park and the  potential Wandle Regional Park.

C&H is a member of The Civic Trust and The London Civic Forum. In conjunction with the Mitcham Society, an active watch is kept on all issues appertaining to Mitcham and its development.
John  Strover – (Chairman, C&H)
2.  Public open Spaces 
The year was overshadowed by concerns that the ongoing studies of the inter-authority group examining the potential for a Wandle Valley Regional Park did not appear to recognise the work already accomplished towards this end by a wide variety of participants since the latter part of the nineteenth century, did not recognise the significance of the westernmost Greens in bonding the built-up areas with the main Mitcham Common, failed to understand the function of the Greens as 'nurseries' for grass roots level sports training on informal, improvised 'pitches', and failed to appreciate the significance of the various elements of the Canons grounds in a regional context. Urgent representations in various quarters seem to be drawing attention to these anomalies.
One excellent outcome of our concern has been a dawning recognition by the Borough that the green spaces form high​ quality 'Gateways' into Mitcham and need to be recognised and enhanced as such. Nevertheless, there is still a failure to recognise the linear and cruciform dimensions of Mitcham as a place - with key institutions strung out along London Road from Cricket Green and the historic Vestry building and 'in-nom in the south through to the Library precinct and the Figges Marsh road junction in the north, interspersed with a wide range of greens-pace and vital
professional and service providers (mainly occupying former retail units as offices, etc.) and with the historic Parish Church and churchyard open space comprising the western Gateway. Proposals seek  to impose a rigid centrality reliant upon a dominant retail unit and residential mass at Fair Green with overtones of blight and uncertainty. Happily, the 'Mitcham Means Business' public relations material during the year began to use some excellent pictorial elements emphasising the proximity of business premises to picturesque water and greenspace areas and to trees.

The exhumation of the line of the old brook across Three Kings Piece has not only produced an area of 'rough' ideal for wildlife but has also made a dramatic improvement to the overall drainage of the Piece, much to the benefit of the sporting and fairground uses of the land by remedying the previous waterlogging. The 2008 celebration of the opening of the Fair illustrated the wide range of community users who benefit from the historic greenspace, whilst the new quarters for the Sea and Air Cadets enjoy views across the greenspace and have potential recreation and amenity benefits from their proximity to the Piece and to the former News of the World Sports Ground.
The recent exercise for renovation and reinstatement of the Wilson Hospital reminds us that the Hospital has extensive grounds which contribute an important element to the Conservation Area and its Environs.
The Churchyard of the Parish Church is now the subject of a tree strategy planned to maximise the landscape value of precinct and the landmark significance of the Church tower.
Hard work by volunteers has resulted in improvements to the hedge row around the site and to some very attractive planting being undertaken in the vicinity of the historic tombs close to the Church building.

The Borough's utilisation of an historic footpath to provide a pedestrian link between the new Eastfields Station and the Town Centre raises the question of the need to promote greater appreciation of other statutory footpaths elsewhere in Mitcham, as being traffic-free links between our main open spaces. This in turn illustrates the need for greater publicity to be given (together with a more evocative name:) to the London Road Playing Fields site, a much under-appreciated asset.

Certain elements of ornamental period planting, such as the avenue at King George VI Avenue, are in need of renewal. The walled garden and ancient pond at the Canons need to be recognised - along with the major sports facilities around Mitcham - as being key assets in achieving regeneration. It is the proximity and inter-relationship of such a wide range of a assets - such as the Hub's proximity to the Wandle Trail and to the National Trust's Watermeads Reserve - which make Mitcham such a fascinating place. There is a need to focus upon the choice of events and venues to be promoted in the context of the Olympic Games celebrations and a need to identify possible ways and means of celebrating the Diamond Jubilee (Mitcham has a tradition of Jubilee landmarks).
The fact that - at the instigation of MPGA - the Borough Council added the Cricket Memorial on Cricket Green to the Local List of (locally) important historic items in 2003 has meant that the foundation has been established for an exercise to bring about the renovation of the stone, as requested by ins. Eileen Coyne, a descendant of one of the Club's famous players. (Another important item which surely deserves listing and renovation is a special relic of the coaching era - the milestone at the junction of Lower Green West and London Road.) The Cricket memorial has complementary landscape features - trees and hedgerows; one of the trees has been killed by ring-barking. Hence the renovation of the stone must be seen as part of a wider conservation exercise. Congratulations to the Hooden on the Green which for the second year running won the award for the best floral decoration for a public house in Merton.
Joyce Bellamy MBE (Director C&H, Secretary of Metropolitan Public Gardens Association)

3. Trees 
We consider there has been a measure of achievement in helping protect our local trees during 2008.  Having bemoaned the inertia of Merton Council in our 2007 report, we have helped form the “Friends of The Canons”.  FROC will be instrumental in both helping with vital upkeep of this most precious of Cricket Green’s open space, and in protecting what is left of the planting found therein.  The year had seen further wanton ‘attacks’ with chainsaws on totally inappropriate shrubs.  Formation of the group will, we hope, divert these zealous attempts at keeping everything neat & tidy, allowing the paid garden staff time to concentrate on the more public areas of the park.

The starting of FROC has allowed MCGCH access to Merton Council’s arboriculturalist, David Lofthouse, who will feed our group all relevant tree information on a monthly basis.  Unfortunately, this will not resolve the problems we face with some tree problems, as there continue to be different department involved with differing aspects.

Our regular checking of the weekly planning list has reaped dividends, as we are now able to act quickly in corresponding with Merton Council where necessary.  With regard planning applications affecting trees, the year has been relatively quiet, apart from routine maintaining of areas such as the Wilson Hospital site.

After much badgering of the Council, the south-eastern edge of Cricket Green has now been protected from illegal car parking with the erection of rather ugly concrete posts.  This action will ensure that compaction of tree roots will not continue.  We consider the measure to be better than no posts at all, but will continue to press for railings to be installed for continuity.

Further protection has been afforded at Cranmer Green, where a series of “travellers” set up camp during 2008.  We must applaud the speed with which the authorities dealt with the third incursion, this leading to the installation of metal posts along the perimeter.  We had hoped for bunds to be created, as in evidence at the southern end of the green, but the option of posts was easier to approve through the Council, and speedier to construct.  Since their erection, there have been no camps on Cranmer, allowing the trees to prosper in late summer.

The Transport for London saga involving the failed rowan trees in Glebe Court grounds continued to rumble on without resolution.  It fell to Lucy Hedden to have the dead trees removed, following a failed attempt by Council workmen.  There has been little sign of replacements being planted, and a singular lack of contact from TfL.

2008 hopes to plant new trees around the cricket boundary were scotched when  proposed funding fell through. Grants for tree planting, given by Awards for All & Grassroots, will be sought during the New Year, as Council budgets for new planting are again low.  

John Davis

4. Planning/Trees/licensing   (John O’Sullivan)
Over the year, C&H has looked at many planning applications pertaining to the Conservation Area and other bordering parts. John O’Sullivan has been at the fore front in analyzing the individual applications and presenting them to every monthly meeting of C&H. This information has allowed C&H to take one of the following actions.
a) To endorse the application, noting where certain conditions had to be observed: or
b) To agree in principle that action needed to be taken, but objected to the proposed application, where such action was inappropriate for the Area, seeking comment from the appropriate department; or
c) To object to the application as being totally inappropriate to the Area. 

Over the past year, C&H successfully objected to
a) The development at the back of the Cricket Club (339 and 339b London road)

b) 6, Cricket green (Access to back of site)

c) Denham Crescent

d) The Burn Bullock extension

e) 10 Cedars Avenue

f) The presence of the Travellers on  Cranmer Green

In addition C&H have applied for the spotlisting of the White Lion and Mortimer, as there is a possibility of it being demolished in a future development of Mitcham town centre. C&H is  also currently involved in a dialogue with the local church, regarding their intention to develop the site. C&H along with other groups are also concerned about the development of waste sites in Mitcham, and are monitoring the situation on a regular basis.

The aim of C&H is to be as influential as possible in preserving the character of the Area wherever possible. This may be as individuals, or as an organisation or in conjunction with likeminded groups. This year, there has been a change in the process of submitting objections to the council, and Melanie Nunzet has helped to speed up the process, with her secretarial skills.
5. Mitcham Cricket Club   (Gwyn Williams, Director C&H, Hon. Treasurer - Mitcham Cricket Club)
The club has had an average season in playing terms. For several years now, the club has been in a precarious financial situation. Pat Batty was instrumental in raising a considerable amount of money through the Vice Presidents of the club. This has helped to stabilise the financial position of the club, though there is still a need to raise money for the club to remain in existence and to develop.
At the end of 2007, C&H had a successful fund raising evening for the Cricket Club and have supported the club in its other functions. It has also made representations on behalf of the club to the council.
In the longer term, C&H is committed to supporting the Club in establishing a permanent arrangement for the occupation of the Pavilion. C&H will continue to do all that it can to help the Club’s revival, the restoration of a sense of pride in its central role in the Conservation Area and its growth from strength to strength.
6. Membership and Finance 
The membership now stands at 15  Life members and x24 Annual members. The current list of members will be circulated to all members of MCGC&H. the subscription rates have remained unchanged since incorporation and will be reviewed in 2010.
The membership fees are an important part of the income of C&H. The need for a fighting fund to oppose decisions made to the detriment of the Area is  still relevant. To this end, funds have been placed on deposit during the year, providing a foundation  on which to build.
R Humphreys (Director/secretary C&H)
7. Mitcham Town Regeneration Proposals    Lucy Hedden, Secretary (The Mitcham Society)
The Mitcham Society continues to monitor the plans for the Mitcham Town regeneration. However the original proposals appear to have fallen through. The Mitcham Society has throughout the year kept up a continual dialogue with councillors, officer and other interested parties regarding all aspects of Mitcham Town centre.
The Cricket Green Transport proposals are being monitored by all local groups. 
8. Mitcham Society, South Mitcham residents Association (Lucy Hedden, Kris Buglear)
C&H has worked closely with other local groups on issues, where there is a universal interest. These have included:

a) The Wandle National Park

b) The future of the Nelson hospital. 

c) Traffic arrangements in Mitcham

d) Review of the Conservation Area boundaries (ROCA)
e) Monitoring of the market place development

f) Mitcham Gateways

g) Involvement with local projects such as the Mizens (Led by Groundwork Merton)

h) Restoration of Three  Kings Piece pond (led by Groundwork Merton)
8) Hall Of Fame  (Mike Maberley, Eric Pillinger)
With the departure of Mike Maberley to the South Coast, Eric Pillinger, has offered to assist in the development of the Hall of Fame. Along with Gwyn Williams, Eric is currently involved in the restoration and cataloguing of the old pictures, belonging to the Cricket Club. The long term aim will be to set up a Mitcham Museum, which will feature the history of the Cricket Club. During the past year interest has been shown by the museum at Lords and the museum at the All England Tennis and Croquet club in the establishing of such a museum and they are willing to advise on the project.
Anyone interested in any aspect of the Hall of Fame or the Museum or can make any contribution, is asked to get in touch with Michael Maberley via mikemaberley@btinternet.com or Eric Pillinger via  esp31@globalnet.co.uk. C&H is also grateful to Eric Montague for his support and expertise on the history of Mitcham
The Hall of Fame can now be seen on our web page: (http://www.mertonconnected.com/mitchamcricketgreencommunityandheritage) 

9. ROCA
Following the departure of Lone LeVay from her position as Heritage/Conservation area officer on Merton Council, a vacuum has been created, as no replacement has yet been found.  To date, attempts to find out the progress of the ROCA recommendations that were put through Council during the spring of 2008 have proved fruitless.

We shall continue to press for resolution, not least because we put considerable effort into our case for extending the conservation area.  By bringing in these new areas, as identified by MCGCH, we hope to create a Heritage Trail through the Cricket Green ward.  Funding to help upgrade the areas involved can only be sourced once the decision to extend has been passed by the Council.

 

John Davis

10) Conclusion

It has been another interesting year. In conjunction with others, pressure has again been put on the Local Authority, planners and businesses with some notable successes.

The relationship with the Mitcham Society continues to flourish and more joint fundraising events are envisaged  for the benefit of the community of the Cricket Green and its Environs.

Russell Humphreys (Director/Secretary, C&H)
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