



MITCHAM CRICKET GREEN COMMUNITY and HERITAGE

(A company limited by guarantee)

“For the benefit of Mitcham Cricket Green Conservation Area and its Environs”

Draft Notes of meeting held at Mitcham Cricket Club

On Tuesday 28th April 2009 at 6.00 p.m.
Present: John Strover (JYRS)(Director),(Chairman), Russell Humphreys (RH)(Director)(Secretary) John O’Sullivan (JO’S), Audrey Heyhoe (AHe), Eric Pillinger (EP), Gwyn Williams (GW) (Director), Joyce Bellamy (JB) (Director), Mags Alexander (MA) (Director), Jack Sims (JS), Barbara Adkin (BA), Keith Parsloe (KP) Cllr. Maurice Groves (MG), John Mansfield (JM), Cllr. Geraldine Stanford (GS) Lucy Hedden (LH), John Davis (JD) (Director), Frances Healy (FH)
Helen Cook (LBM Merton)  Philip Allin (Lennon Planning)
Apologies:) Richard Bellamy (RB), Mike Maberly (MM), Anthony Wilson (AW) Brian Hodge (BH), Kris Buglear (KB), Phyllis Derbyshire (PD), Melanie Nunzet (MN), Eric Montague (EM), Alan Hutchings (A Hu) Cllr Ian Munn (IM), Monica Carter (MC), Paul Carter (PC), Janet Manusardi (JMa), Angie Paine (AP),
(Members denoted in BOLD - Action Points (AP)

	1. 1.  JYRS welcomed everyone to the meeting. There would be a presentation about the Birches Close Development at about 6.15.
2. Notes of Last Meeting and Action Point list (31st March 2009))
 These were agreed. RH had received an email from Doctor Tony Scott which pointed out the following errors

 Paragraph 09/03/4.5.1 makes reference to "Sandom" - it is of course Andy Sandham, a notable England wicket-keeper.

In the next paragraph 09/03/4.5.2, the "Biggar" family should be Bidder family.  It was George Parker Bidder who led the campaign to save the Common and whose memorial is on the Common close to Croydon Road.

Matters arising (Action point List)

Any points in the notes would be covered by individual reports.

RH reviewed the  Action Points List (AP) The following have been done:

· The items “Photographs of dogs attacking trees” and “Bid for Awards for All” are both ongoing. 
· RH has been unable to obtain a list of memorials. To date the officers at Civic Centre had identified six. There is no official list. JB suggested contacting the Imperial War Museum.
· MCGC&H have been put on the list for Remembrance Sunday. There will be no reminder, but the organisation needs to consider the purchase of a wreath nearer the time.
· RH has been in direct touch with a Stonemason regarding the restoration of the Cricket memorial, The Stonemason will accept photographs in order to obtain a quote, as they are based outside London.
· GW said that some weedkilling has been done, but has received an assurance that no more will be carried out.

· The Laundrette/ Cab office has been granted permission to operate as a dual purpose business.

Presentation on Birches Close
Helen Cook and Philip Allin.

Birches Close is a PCT site, which they need to sell to finance the development of the Wilson Hospital Site. HC said that the plans had only been firmed up in the past few weeks. There had been some delay, as English Heritage had to sign off the archaeological survey. However there is an obligation to house the 8 people who live on the site and are the responsibility of LBM Social services, and eight flats will be constructed under the Care in the Community programme. Due to a change in legislation, a Housing Association (Progress) will be managing the existing properties, until the new ones are built. 
The plan is to re-house the polyclinic in a more modern setting and to sell the site on the open market. JOS pointed out that this was a recent build, which cost over £1m.
Birches House is listed locally and it is intended that this will be retained. It will probably be converted into flats. The new developments would be to the side and rear of the existing House. There had been mixed views as to the value of keeping the old House. It could be a ‘white elephant’ if the site was not sold.
There was no firm time scale at the moment though it was intended to begin the work on the Wilson in 2011, and it would depend on the finance being raised from the Birches Close site.

The PCT will be putting an application for planning permission to build several dwellings. This would probably take place in early to mid June, looking for a December. Contractors could then be on site by the end of the year.JOS pointed out that there had already been three applications in the past to build on the site.

They were unaware of the proposed development at the Church

A Public exhibition will be held in the Polyclinic on Saturday May 16th from 10am - 4pm. It was agreed that this information would be circulated. 

JYRS thanked HC and PA for their presentation.

4.1) Public Open Spaces (JB)

09/04/4.1.1 JB raised the issue of litter on Cranmer Green pond. This was detracting from the recent restoration.
09/04/4.1.2 There have been new yew trees planted in the Churchyard of St Peter and St Paul. This was done as part of an upgrading of the Church landscape. There is also a very attractive small flower bed opposite the church on the corner of London Road. JB also commented on the fact that the industrial areas have many green areas, with well maintained hedgerows and planting.
09/04/4.1.3 There is a small spinney of trees close to the News of the World Sports Ground. JB was concerned that they would be overlooked, but JD reassured her that the Treewardens were aware of them.
09/04/4.1.4 It was noted that there had been a conviction in Wandsworth for damage to trees in Battersea Park caused by dogs. This had been reported in the South London Press.

4.2) Trees (JD
09/04/4.2.1 The dog damage to the trees seems to have stopped, though the person who had been warned off is probably the one behind a personal vendetta against JD.
09/04/4.2.2 Though the Hall Pace planning application has been turned down, there is no indication of the trees being replaced.
09/04/4.2.3 The systemic weed killer, which has been extensively used around Cranmer Green and elsewhere, has left yellow highlights over the area. JD is concerned at the long term damage to the tree roots. It was also suggested that the grass areas, around the base of the trees, remain untouched so as to encourage wildlife.
09/04/4.2.4 There was a complaint made about the habits of the bus drivers using the stand at the spinney near to the New of the World Sports Ground. Instead of using the lock up toilet provided, they were fouling the area near to the stand.
FROC

09/04/4.2.4 

The last meeting had concentrated on the clearance of the litter and overgrowth in the overspill car park, using Dave Loftus’s management plan. There had been some opposition for Sue Brooks, but the whole plan had the backing of Ruth Hutton on the understanding that it remained a car park. Future work may centre on removing the blanket weed form the pond.
4.3)  Fund Raising & Publicity. (AW)
There was no report.
4.4)  Planning applications - Buildings / Licensing / Trees. (J O’S)
09/4/4.4.1 JOS reported on an application for a temporary building that was being erected in the grounds of the Wilson Hospital, fronting onto Cranmer Road and Caesars Walk. It involves the removal of 4 trees and will be there for five years.
09/04/4.4.2 JD said that there is a need for a management plan for all the plants on both the Wilson and the Birches Close site. JOS said the application stated that the landscaping will be retained.
09/04/4.4.3 MA reported on the discussions with the church re their application. She confirmed the meeting on the 19th May, which is a precursor to the meeting with the church on June 9th.
09/04/4.4.4 JB said that the 20th Century Society are interested in the church and will be visiting it in the near future. It is locally listed but in a poor state of repair. It is estimated that the cost of repairs is £780,000. JOS queried the cost as a total new build might not be much more.
09/05/4.4.5 There was some discussion about the height of the flats, as the impression given was that they would be at the same height as the church. JB said that she believed that the architects paid little interest to the fact that it was a Conservation Area.
4.5)  Mitcham Cricket Club. (GW)
09/04/4.3.1 GW said that thanks to JD a fire on the cricket square was quickly put out, though the burnt part is still visible. Poles surrounding the square have been removed. The natter was reported to the Police, who said they could not act as the Cricket Club was not the owner of the Green. They suggested that the council should lodge the complaint.
09/04/4.3.2 Pat Batty had in a letter given thanks to Joyce and Richard Bellamy for the offer of updating the honours board in the club.
09/04/4.3.3 GW has been in touch with Punch taverns regarding the freehold of the building. There was prompted by the appointment of new management at the Burn Bullock.
09/04/4.3.4 On May 2nd, there is to be a match between two Mitcham sides, which would be followed by a Social.(4pm onwards, with a curry meal in the evening)
4.6)  Mitcham Hall of Fame. (EP)
09/04/4.5.1 EP pointed out that it was Ernest Bale and not Bate who was one of the founders of the Gover school of Cricket
09/04/4.5.2 EP was not sure of the value of the Hall of Fame.
09/04/4.5.3 EP talked about Andy Sandham, who was the 14th highest scorer in first class cricket with a total of 41,284 runs in his career.
4.7)  Finance.  (JYS)
09/04/4.6.1. The deposit account stands at £2858.99. 

The current account stands at £538

4.8)  Membership (JYS)
08/04/4.8.1 There are currently 41 members (17 Life and 24 annual)
4.9 & 10)  Mitcham Centre Regeneration Proposals (LH), Cricket Green Transport Proposals,  Mitcham Society (LH)
09/04/4.6.1 Following the walkabout, Siobhain McDonagh has written three letters to TFL. About the bus stop. It is in the wrong place and is too narrow.
09/04/4.6.2 There is a broken seat opposite Vestry Hall which needs attention.

09/04/4.6.3 The gateway sign in London road is in the wrong place
 09/04/4.6.4 The next meeting with SD is scheduled for May 12th
09/04/4.6.5 There is a need for people to view Mitcham in a wider perspective, and not just to concentrate on the Town Centre. 

4.11)  Civic Trust, South Warder and South Mitcham Residents Association 09/04/4.8.1 No report

1. 5.  Correspondence. (JYS)
09/04/5.1 There had been a letter from the Civic Trust stating that the company had gone into administration. JYRS had sent a letter of support. JB said that The London Forum Civic and Amenities Society was still continuing.
.  
6.  Review of Conservation Area. (ROCA,- JD)
09/04/6.1 Nothing further has been heard since the resubmission of the report.
7.  Events
2nd May -   Social at Cricket Club – 7.30 pm.
13th June 2009 – Mitcham Carnival
20th June 2009 Wimbledon Fair
8.  Any  other business
09/03/8.1 Leaflets were left regarding the Stroke Trauma initiative of the PCT. These were available after the meeting.
9.  Date of Next Meetings.

1) Tuesday, May 26th 2009 at 6.pm (Cricket Club)

2) Tuesday June 30rd 2009 at 6.pm (Cricket Club)

3) Tuesday July 28th  2009 at 6.pm (Cricket Club)
Meetings are normally held on the last Tuesday of each month at 
THE CRICKET CLUB PAVILION.
Meetings will usually commence at 6.00pm (to finish by 7.45pm).
Contact  for communications:-
R Humphreys (Company Secretary)
Wimbledon Guild

30 -32 Worple Road

London SW19 4EF
Fax 020 8296 0042

Tel 020 8946 0735
Email rhumphreys@wimbledonguild.co.uk.

Registered Office (For postal collection)
 c/o MVSC, Vestry Hall, London Road, Mitcham, Surrey, CR4 3UD.
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