



MITCHAM CRICKET GREEN COMMUNITY and HERITAGE

(A company limited by guarantee)

“For the benefit of Mitcham Cricket Green Conservation Area and its Environs”

Draft Notes of meeting held at Mitcham Cricket Club

On Tuesday 30th June 2009 at 6.00 p.m.
Present: John Strover (JYRS)(Director),(Chairman), John Davis (JD) (Director), (acting Secretary), Barbara Adkin (BA), Mags Alexander (MA) (Director), Joyce Bellamy (JB) (Director), Richard Bellamy (RB), Fred Day (FD), Frances Healy (FH), Audrey Heyhoe (AHe), Alan Hutchings (A Hu), Tom Noble (TN), John O’Sullivan (JO’S), Jack Sims (JS), Gwyn Williams (GW) (Director). 
Apologies: Russell Humphreys (RH) (Director)(Secretary), Kris Buglear (KB), Phyllis Derbyshire (PD), Cllr. Maurice Groves (MG), Lucy Hedden (LH), Mike Maberly (MM), John Mansfield (JM), Eric Montague (EM), Cllr Ian Munn (IM), Melanie Nunzet (MN), Eric Pillinger (EP), Cllr. Geraldine Stanford (GS)
(Members denoted in BOLD)

	1. 1.  JYRS welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
2. 2.  Notes of Last Meeting and Action Point list (26th May 2009))
These were agreed. 
3.  Matters arising 
Any points in the notes were covered by individual reports (see below).

Action points List
JYRS reviewed the Action Points List (AP).  The following were dealt with:

· The items “Photographs of dogs attacking trees” and “Bid for Awards for All” - both ongoing. 
· Cricket Museum – despite a “political” article in a local newspaper heralding the museum, nothing concrete had been noted.  EM had renewed his commitment to MCGCH, offering assistance on research.

· LH had distributed flyer to locals re proposals for improving bus-stop site.
· GW reported clearance of litter to rear of pavilion.
· Other items ongoing – see new list.

4.1)  Public Open Spaces (JB)

09/06/4.1.1  The dead lavender in the planters at Fair Green had been replaced, properly planted and watered.
09/06/4.1.2  Hanging baskets had been placed throughout Mitcham.  Understood that a maintenance contract was in place.
09/06/4.1.3  MA had thanked Council for the baskets.  Lew Block was noted as being in charge of maintenance team.
09/06/4.1.4  Glebe Court frontage planting – new shrub hedge needed around rear of near bus shelter.  TfL should be further badgered about the loss of trees.
09/06/4.1.5  The Canons gardens suggested for new entry in 2010 “London Open Garden Squares Weekend” organised by the London Historic Parks & Gardens Trust.  Preliminary site meeting with FROC had provided opportunity to pursue the discussion.  JD (for FROC) confirmed that entry was a consideration.
09/06/4.1.6  With advent of Cultural Olympics lead-in to 2012, under-valued local sports facilities (e.g. cinder track & tennis courts within Canons) needed re-evaluating, with possibility of pursuing grant-aid for restoration.  JD stated that Danny Lovelock should be contact point within the council.
09/06/4.1.7  Wandle Valley Regional Park boundary issues continued to be challenged – inclusion of Canons, Cricket Green, Figges Marsh & Lower Green – plus recognition of the chain of open spaces flanking the Wandle valley system as a whole (Croydon Council promoting Norbury Brook, for example).

09/06/4.1.8  King George VI Avenue required refurbishment with tree gap replacement.

09/06/4.1.9  Reported crown lifting on trees in London Road.  Seemed to have left the trees unbalanced in attempt to clear overhanging limbs from roadside.
09/06/4.1.10  New oak plantation to rear of Cricket Green School seemed dead through lack of watering & post-planting care.
09/06/4.1.11  Having attended the Metropolitan Public Gardens Association’s AGM, JYRS suggested a member of MCGCH joined MPGA (£25 p/a)..  Agreed.
4.2)  Trees (JD)
09/06/4.2.1  Horse chestnut canker reported on local trees.  This would lead to inevitable death.  Need for replacement young tree planting before this occurred – probably with resistant chestnuts.  Confirmed that instances of disease to street trees should be reported to the Council.
09/06/4.2.2  The youth who owned the dog that savaged many trees in the Canons had been rehoused out of the area.  Apparently local crime figures had already improved as a result.
FROC
09/06/4.2.3  Latest workday concentrated on the over-spill car park that had become overgrown and a litter heap.  Improvement noted.
09/06/4.2.4  Poor attendance pinpointed need to increase publicity of workdays.  Council boards would be targeted – Mitcham centre through Shola.

09/06/4.2.5  Council staff no longer paid overtime, so expert attendance at workdays would be limited.
09/06/4.2.6  Improvement to areas identified as “selling points” for Open Garden Squares entry would be high priority for Friends, including removal of invasive species within the “butchered” holly hedge around bowling green.
4.3)  Fund Raising & Publicity. (AW)
There was nothing to report.
4.4)  Planning applications - Buildings / Licensing / Trees. (J O’S)
09/06/4.4.1  During the month there were no planning issues affecting MCGCH.
09/06/4.4.2  MA awaited a decision from Jo Moore (20th Century Society) re Methodist Church, including its 50th anniversary.  Once received, a meeting date would be arranged with Church officials.
09/06/4.4.3  It was asked if the reported private sale of Birches Close land by SMPCT for £2m was made with granted or promised planning permission.  It was pointed out that the nearby Orchard Hill NHS sale was quickly followed by resale for double the amount.  It was felt that £2m did not represent good value for the NHS.  Contrary to the official line, sale of this land was not the sole or primary source of income needed for redevelopment costs at Wilson Hospital.
09/06/4.4.4  JD asked if the “covenant” Birches document held by PD had been seen &/or copied.
4.5)  Mitcham Cricket Club. (GW)
09/06/4.5.1  All three teams were in mid-table.
09/06/4.5.2  Two grants had been pursued – for Sunday youth coaching & for maintenance of the boundary edge.
09/06/4.5.3  Burn Bullock parking area had been cleared.  Clamping in progress for cars parked without permit.  Pat Batty of MCC had warned MCGCH of problems following initial clampings.  Club had a dozen of these permits (obtained from the pub) which covered possible parking for away team members.  GW would issue a permit to any MCGCH member attending the monthly meet, so long as it was returned at the end of proceedings.
09/06/4.5.4  New names sought for inclusion on memorial stone.  JB suggested that, once names were known, grant aid could be sought to upgrade the monument prior to engraving.
4.6)  Mitcham Hall of Fame. (EP)
09/06/4.6.1  EP had not left any news to report.
09/06/4.6.2  FD stated that Herbert (Bert) Strudwick should be a definite entry having been born in Mitcham on 28/01/1880.
4.7)  Finance.  (JD)
09/06/4.7.1. The deposit account stood at £2974.30. 

The current account stood at £561.28.
4.8) Membership (JD)
09/06/4.8.1  There was a welcome to new member, Frances Healy.
09/06/4.8.2  There were 45 members (19 Life and 26 annual).
09/06/4.8.3  All annual members from 2008 had renewed for 2009.
4.9, 4.10 & 4.12)  Mitcham Centre Regeneration Proposals (MA), Cricket Green Transport Proposals,  & Mitcham Society (MA)
09/06/4.9.1  Regeneration helped by Lidl & Morrisons upgrading their sites.
09/06/4.9.2   The town centre dispersal zone came back into force in June.
09/06/4.9.3  Some small local businesses had complained of blight at Fair Green because of continuing stalling over general regeneration.
09/06/4.12.4  Tuesday 14th July would see Mitcham Society’s AGM.
4.11)  Civic Trust (JB), South Warder and South Mitcham Residents Assoc. 09/06/4.11.1  Civic Trust had gone into administration.  There had been moves to create a replacement, including a London Forum.  JYRS had been approached for MCGCH to contribute to a fighting fund.
1. 5.  Correspondence. (JYRS)
2. There was no correspondence other than that which had been mentioned at the meeting, although a circular from MVSC (New Funding for Play Areas) was discussed and approved.  It was agreed that MCGCH should write in to support the theme, stressing the important areas within the Canons.
6.  Review of Conservation Area. (ROCA,- JD)
09/06/6.1  Nothing further has been heard since the resubmission of the report.
09/06/6.2  Because of a computer crash experienced by JD, the latest contact data had been lost by him.  RH would be asked to email copies of the data.

 Post meet – confirmed that contact was Caroline Kearey (@merton.gov.uk)
7. Events
Wednesday 1st July – Mitcham Area Community Forum at Vestry Hall 1915 hrs.
        Contact – Bartle Sawbridge, Governance Officer (@merton.gov.uk)
Saturday 4th July – Melanie’s Summer Walks – Mitcham Common 1715hrs.
Tuesday 14th July – Mitcham Society AGM at MTRF Office 1900 hrs.

Sunday 19th July – FROC workday at The Canons 1000 hrs (to 1300 latest).

Sunday 26th July – Melanie’s Summer Walks – Carshalton Lavender Harvest + visit to Wilderness Island with BBQ lunch.  Meet Carshalton station at 1130 hrs.

      Contact – Melanie Nunzet 07944833605; email melanie.nunzet@gmail.com
8.  Any  other business
09/06/8.1  JB said that submissions for Merton in Bloom would close on 6th July.  She had delivered forms to local pubs – warmly received.
09/06/8.2  Noted that Divisional Police Inspector Jon Phillips was i/c Mitcham.
09/06/8.3  JB called for an annual get-together of all local volunteer groups.  Venues suggested – Toby at Park Place and Ginos at Fair Green.  The idea would be pursued.

09/06/8.4  RB reported that “Travellers” had returned to Cranmer Green on 29th June.  Vehicles and caravans had broached the bund that protects the Green, whilst other mobile homes were parked on the grass verge opposite the Wilson.
9.  Date of Next Meetings.

1) Tuesday July 28th  2009 at 6.pm (Cricket Club Pavilion)

2) Tuesday August 25th 2009 at 6pm (Cricket Club Pavilion)

3) Tuesday September 29th 2009 at 6pm (Cricket Club Pavilion)
Meetings are normally held on the last Tuesday of each month at 
THE CRICKET CLUB PAVILION, Cricket Green.
Meetings will usually commence at 6.00pm (to finish by 7.45pm).
Contact  for communications:-
R Humphreys (Company Secretary)
Wimbledon Guild

30 -32 Worple Road

London SW19 4EF
Fax 020 8296 0042

Tel 020 8946 0735
Email rhumphreys@wimbledonguild.co.uk.

Registered Office (For postal collection)
 c/o MVSC, Vestry Hall, London Road, Mitcham, Surrey, CR4 3UD.
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