



MITCHAM CRICKET GREEN COMMUNITY and HERITAGE
(A company limited by guarantee)

“For the benefit of Mitcham Cricket Green Conservation Area and its Environs”

Notes of meeting held at Mitcham Cricket Club

On Tuesday 29th September 2009 at 6.00 p.m. 

Present: Russell Humphreys (RH) [Chair], John Davis (JD) [acting Secretary], Barbara Adkin (BA), Mags Alexander (MA), Joyce Bellamy (JB), Richard Bellamy (RB), Ros Davis (RD), Lucy Hedden (LH), Alan Hutchins (AH), John Mansfield (JM), Tom Noble (TN), Keith Parsloe (KP), Peter White (PW) [for MCC], & Anthony Wilson (AW). 
1. Apologies: John Strover (JYS) Kristine Buglear (KB),  Monica Carter (MC), Paul Carter (PC), Phyllis Derbyshire (PD), Chris Frost (CF), John Hill (JH), Mike Maberley (MM), Melanie Nunzet (MN), John O’Sullivan (JO’S), Eric Pillinger (EP), Cllr Geraldine Stanford (GS), & Gwyn Williams (GW). 
(Members denoted in BOLD)
	1.  RH welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked PW for opening the Cricket Pavilion for the meeting in GW’s absence.  
2.  Notes of Last Meeting (25th August 2009)
These were agreed.
Action List – No response from Methodist Church, but 20th Century Society had written urging that the Church be listed.  Copy email through MA.

  - Certificate for local businesses finalised & circulated.

  - No response from SMPCT re Birches letter July 2009.  Second copy had been sent, but nothing forthcoming.

  - Cricket Club funding; discussed later in meeting.

  - Other matters were ongoing, per separate list.
3.  Matters arising 
Any outstanding points were covered by individual reports, per item 4, below.
4.1) Public Open Spaces (JB)
09/9/4.1.1  The Canons pond had to be ‘revived’ if wider recognition sought for other better tended areas, such as the walled gardens.
09/9/4.1.2. A pre-1904 map, in possession of MPGA, showed location of a feeder stream into the Canons pond.  
09/9/4.1.3  A Merton Conservation Area Character Assessment map showed the Canons Pond before the new entrance road was built, access being via the Lodge
09/9/4.1.4  Detail of pond renovation in 1994 was presented, and would be used to assist the Parks Dept of the Council in dealing with the problem.  Research and restoration could possibly be funded by European grant aid, as was the case with Three Kings Piece renovation.
09/9/4.1.5  Members of MCGCH & FROC attended a lecture at Age Concern about the Wandle and its flood control, drainage etc.  The Canons pond problem was raised with the Environment Agency speaker after the lecture.  He had no prior knowledge of this, or the works that had been carried out at Three Kings Piece.  He promised to report the matters to EA colleagues.
09/9/4.1.6  JB asked that efforts be made to resurrect the disused tennis courts in the Canons as an accessory to the Fitness Centre.
09/9/4.1.7  JB reported a recent press article re the historic use of the (News of the World) Sports Ground, and that The Canons Sports Centre had set up a running club that should revive awareness and use of this track.
09/9/4.1.8  JB noted that the coppice (un-named) beside the tennis courts & Sports Centre deserved better recognition, especially as an access path had improved it.
09/9/4.1.9  A recent meeting of interested parties discussed the Glebe Court Frontage Gardens with a transport representative to ensure non-recurrence of abortive tree plantings on the site.

09/9/4.1.10  St Peter & St Paul School had planted raised beds within the playground.  Only problem was that earth had been piled against the trunks of existing trees.  The effect would need to be monitored over time.
4.2) Trees & FROC (JD).
09/9/4.2.1  A letter would be written to Danny Lovelock re the continued lack of post-planting tree care, especially lack of watering.
09/9/4.2.2   Nominations were sought for Merton’s Favourite Tree 2009.  Details through the Tree Warden Group, Merton.
09/9/4.2.3  Green Flag possibilities for The Canons Park would improve profile and funding (through Natural England and Heritage Lottery).
  FROC

09/9/4.2.4  The state of the Canons pond had been examined by FROC with trial diggings.  A full report on findings would be sent to Ruth Hutton at Merton Council.
09/9/4.2.5  A further report would follow from David Lofthouse in conjunction with the regular Canons gardener recommending remedial action.
09/9/4.2.6  JD thanked JB for the Assessment map and article that had aided research into the pond problems.
4.3)  Fund Raising & Publicity. (AW)
09/9/4.3.1  JYS would form a small funding sub-committee to investigate possible sponsors for the Cricket Club.  The aim would be to form this group before the October MCGCH meeting.  However, an action plan, plus capital & revenue requirements would have to be supplied for this sub-committee.
09/9/4.3.2  The priority would be to clarify the position re the pavilion.
4.4)  Planning applications -  (RH)
09/9/4.4.1   Liquor licence to permit parties at Vestry Hall had been sought.
 BIRCHES
09/9/4.4.2   Positive results noted following MCGCH leafleting of local residents.
09/9/4.4.3   86 noted letters of objection had been posted on the Council’s Birches planning application website.
09/9/4.4.4   Nothing had been heard from Cllrs Russell Makin & Judy Saunders as to the promised public meeting.  AH reported that the offer had been retracted “so as not to give the developers a platform at the Council’s expense”.
09/9/4.4.5  JD mentioned an ambiguous entry in the minutes of the July 2009 SMPCT meeting.  The comment appeared to suggest that local residents were in favour of affordable housing being built on the Birches site.
09/9/4.4.6  .It was reiterated that no response had been received from Gillespie or Sonnenborn of SMPCT to MCGCH’s letter of July 2009.
4.5)  Mitcham Cricket Club. (PW)
09/9/4.5.1  A letter had been received from the lawyer representing Punch Taverns stating that the Burn Bullock (closed for a month by order of the Police following an affray that spread on to the street) had been sold on 15th Sept.  Sale included car park and the Club Pavilion.  Total cost £500,000; sold to Phoenix G.R.P.Investments Ltd of Hayes, Middx.
09/9/4.5.2  It was agreed that urgent contact be made with the new owners to establish their intentions, especially with regard to the Pavilion.
09/9/4.5.3  Decisions would be taken on costs of maintaining the square, with an in-house possibility for 1 or 2 seasons partly dependent on capital costs.
09/9/4.5.4  Decision also would be forthcoming as to where the 3rd XI would play in 2010 (2009 played at Dundonald hired ground).
09/9/4.5.5  Under 16s side was still run, but parental involvement restricted the forward development.
09/9/4.5.6  All three senior sides had been relegated in 2009.
09/9/4.5.7  PW stated that there would be a meeting at the Merton Mayor’s offices in October when it was hoped to discuss the club’s future.

09/9/4.5.8  Negative press had been received regarding quote given to Cllr Tariq Ahmad for hiring the pitch for private use.
09/9/4.5.9  Various measures were discussed to increase revenues.  Reverse-of-sightscreen advertising & hiring out of pavilion during winter months were two ideas.
4.6)  Mitcham Hall of Fame.
There was no report.
4.7)  Finance.  (RH)
09/9/4.7.1  The current account stood at £686.28, less £200 deposit for the Christmas Event (see 09/9/4.12.2).  The deposit fund stood at £2883.56.
4.8)  Membership (JYS)
09/9/4.8.1  There were 19 life members and 27 annual members.
4.9 & 10)  Mitcham Centre Regeneration Proposals (MA), Cricket Green Transport Proposals (LH)
09/9/4.9.1  New Police “Shop” at Fair Green planned at old Job Centre site.
09/9/4.9.2  RH stated that Mitcham Police Station, Cricket Green, had a codicil preventing change-of-use.
09/9/4.9.3  Merton’s Draft Core Strategy document was out for public consultation.  JB criticised some of the text relating to Mitcham as being out-of-date.
4.11)  Civic Trust, South Warder and South Mitcham Residents Association 
09/9/4.11.1  Open house weekend for Mitcham & Morden buildings was discussed.
4.12  Mitcham Society (LH)

09/9/4.12.1  The next meeting would be in the Federation Building on Tuesday October 6th.  Cormack Stokes [Merton Council’s designated Mitcham “Champion”] and a Police representative would attend.
09/9/4.12.2  Joint Christmas Event planned for 18th December,  held at Mitcham Golf Club.  Profits would go to Mitcham Cricket Club.  80 required to break-even.  Maximum 200.  £50 required for band deposit.  PW expressed his gratitude on behalf of MCC.  He would spread the word to Club members.
1. 5.  Correspondence. (RH)
09/9/5.1  There was no inward correspondence.
6.  Review of Conservation Area. (ROCA,- JD)
Nothing further was reported.

7.  Events
Saturday 3rd October (onward) – Bookfest, involving Mitcham Schools.

Tuesday 6th October – Mitcham Society meeting (see 09/9/4.12.1).

Sunday 18th October – FROC workday in The Canons.
8.  Any  other business
09/9/8.1  Old Barclays Bank building had been sold.  Available to rent.
09/9/8.2  Parish Church crypt inscription was in need of rescuing and repairing.
09/9/8.3  Mitcham Council debt was £193m., which was costing £20m p/a to service.  More Council job losses were expected.
9.  Date of Next Meetings.

1) Tuesday 27th October 2009 at 6.00 p.m.
2) Tuesday 24th November 2009 at 6.00 p.m.
 No December meeting.
Meetings are normally held on the last Tuesday of each month at THE CRICKET CLUB PAVILION.
Meetings will usually commence at 6.00pm (to finish by 7.45pm).
Contact  for communications:-
R Humphreys (Company Secretary)
Wimbledon Guild

30 -32 Worple Road

London SW19 4EF
Fax 020 8296 0042

Tel 020 8946 0735
Email : rhumphreys@wimbledonguild.co.uk.

Registered Office (for postal collection)
 c/o MVSC, Vestry Hall, London Road, Mitcham, Surrey, CR4 3UD.
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