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MPA Link Officer’s briefing - January 2011

The purpose of this briefing is to update Merton Community Policing Partnership on Metropolitan Police Authority (MPA) items of interest. 

1.
Upcoming Consultation on the Recording of Stop and Account Data
1.1
The Crime & Security Act (2010) removed the requirement to record stop and account data, enabling individual police services and police authorities to make a local decision about whether or not to continue to record such data.  

1.2
Given the level of community concern about stop and search practices in London, and its potential to have a negative impact on community confidence, the MPA and MPS are keen to ensure there is full and proper consultation on this matter before reaching a decision as to whether or not to continue to collect stop and account data.  This being the case, the MPS will continue to record stop and account data until June 2011, pending the outcome of the consultation exercise, which will be rolled out in the coming weeks.  

1.3
Given the pending legislative changes, the Authority has stopped distributing the stop and search ‘know your rights’ leaflets, which are currently being updated by the Association of Police Authorities. 
2.
Olympics Community Relations Project

2.1
As the date for the Olympic Games draws closer you may wish to contact the 
Community Relations Team (CRT) to discuss your community’s concerns relating to 
safety and security of the games.
2.2
The CRT is available to provide information and guidance to help address community concerns relating to safety and security of the games and to ensure that communities are not disadvantaged by the demands of policing the Olympics.

2.3
The Team are able to attend community meetings to offer reassurance and provide   communities with some sense of control over how the Games will affect them. 

2.4
Should you feel that the team are able to assist you, please contact them on the 
following e-mail address -  Communityrelationsteam@Olympics.pnn.police.uk    

3.
Race and Faith Inquiry Symposium - Multi Point Entry into the Police Service 
(12 January 2011 London’s Living Room City Hall) 

3.1
The MPA organised a symposium Chaired by Kit Malthouse, Chair of the 
Metropolitan Police Authority, Deputy Mayor for policing. 
The symposium discussed a recommendation from the MPA’s Race and Faith inquiry to explore the benefits and practicality of multi-point entry for police officers, removing the requirement to progress through every rank; instigating discussions with the Government on the issue of multi-point entry and investing in streamlining the channel from PCSO to police constable so that suitable candidates can be fast tracked.
3.2
Keynote speakers were Nick Herbert, Minister of State for policing and Criminal Justice, Peter Fahy, Association Chief Police Officers (ACPO) lead for workforce development, and Major General Stephen Andrews, Strategic Change Director Ministry of Defence.    

3.3
The symposium was well attended and the initial evaluation of the event was very positive. The majority of those attending favoured the principle of multi-point entry for police officers subject to adequate safeguards.  The conference report will be widely circulated and used to inform further discussions with Government on this issue.
4.
Future CPEG Funding 

4.1
Discussions about future CPEG funding are ongoing and as a result the funding process for 2011/12 has been delayed.  The Authority recognises that the departure from the usual time table for the funding process combined with the lack of clarity in regards to the overall budget is a concern for all Groups.   

4.2
It is not the MPA’s intention to leave any CPEG in the position of having no available
funds from April 2011 and the Authority will be making appropriate interim arrangements to ensure continuity of service in the 2011/12 financial year.  
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