



MITCHAM CRICKET GREEN COMMUNITY and HERITAGE

(A company limited by guarantee)

“For the benefit of Mitcham Cricket Green Conservation Area and its Environs”

Draft Notes of meeting held at Mitcham Cricket Club

On Tuesday 26th May 2009 at 6.00 p.m.
Present: John Strover (JYRS)(Director),(Chairman), Russell Humphreys (RH)(Director)(Secretary) John O’Sullivan (JO’S), Audrey Heyhoe (AHe), Eric Pillinger (EP), Gwyn Williams (GW) (Director), Joyce Bellamy (JB) (Director), Richard Bellamy (RB),Mags Alexander (MA) (Director), Jack Sims (JS), Barbara Adkin (BA), Keith Parsloe (KP) Cllr. Maurice Groves (MG), Frances Healy (FH), Lilian Long (LL), Tom Noble (TN), Lucy Hedden (LH),
Attending: Stephen Waring (SW) Gaby Walters (GW) (Better Healthcare),  Philip Allin (Lennon Planning)
Apologies: John Davis (JD) (Director), John Mansfield (JM), Mike Maberly (MM), Anthony Wilson (AW) Brian Hodge (BH), Kris Buglear (KB), Phyllis Derbyshire (PD), Melanie Nunzet (MN), Eric Montague (EM), Alan Hutchings (A Hu) Cllr Ian Munn (IM), Monica Carter (MC), Paul Carter (PC), Janet Manusardi (JMa), Angie Paine (AP), Cllr. Geraldine Stanford (GS)
(Members denoted in BOLD - Action Points (AP)

	1. 1.  After a delayed start, JYRS welcomed everyone to the meeting. There would be a presentation about the Better Healthcare at about 6.20.
2. Notes of Last Meeting and Action Point list (31st March 2009))
 These were agreed. JB pointed out that the new trees in the Church Yard are not Yews.
Matters arising (Action point List)

Any points in the notes would be covered by individual reports.

RH reviewed the  Action Points List (AP) The following have been done:

· The items “Photographs of dogs attacking trees” and “Bid for Awards for All” are both ongoing. 
· RH had discovered over 40 war memorials in the borough through the UK National Inventory of War memorials
· GW said that some weed killing has been done, but has received an assurance that no more will be carried out.

· MA reported on the communications with the church

Presentation on Better Healthcare 
Stephen Waring, Gaby Walters and Philip Allin.

Better Healthcare Closer to Home is a programme which seeks to reshape health services in Sutton and Merton, designed around the needs of the people.
More care will be provided locally. Four local care centres will be opened on the Wallington, St Helier, Nelson and Wilson sites to provide a wide range of improved outpatient, minor procedure and diagnostic services in a local setting. The centre will be open for 12 hours a day and seven days a week.
The Birches site is to be sold to a developer at an expected cost of £2m. this will only be  up to10% of the total cost of redeveloping the Wilson site.

GW said that the plan is to co locate services such as x-rays at the Wilson. There would also be provision for Intermediate Care Treatment.

There is also a commitment to rehouse the residents under the care in the community strategy within the news development at the Birches.

PA said that they would hope to have feedback from the council about June or July planning permission in the autumn, with a view to being on site in the New Year to build the assisted living flats 
There followed a long debate on all the issues around the Birches and the Wilson sites.
JoS raised the fact the so much money had been spent in the recent past on the Birches close site, which would now be demolished.
JYRS raised the issue that the Wilson and Birches had been built at the same time and that they had been a bequest from Sir Isaac Wilson to the community. Had the NHS looked into the covenants on the sites? SW said that since 1948, all lands which contained Health provision had been passed over to the Secretary  of State
Were they aware of the other development planned on Cricket Green and how could the area cope with the total disruption? They are now aware, but believe that the disruption could be managed with foresight.

JYRS reiterated the historical nature of the sight and the need to look at any codicils relating to the sight

RH asked if they had thought about an alternative entrance to the Birches site to reduce the potential problems and the danger on Cricket Green. He also believed that £2m was a low price for the site.

RH also asked about the possibility of the site being sold to a Housing Association as most people in the area had had very bad experiences of the poor management of some Housing Associations. The NHS would bear this in mind, but the secretary of State had decreed that sites such as this should go to the highest bidder.

MA asked about the increase in personnel and the effect on transport and parking.

FH asked if the ICT would be means tested? The health side would not

JYRS thanked SW. GW and PA for their presentation.

Due to the length of the presentation and the questions and answer session, the rest of the meeting was dealt with speedily.

4.1) Public Open Spaces (JB)

09/05/4.1.1 The broken knee rails in Fair Green and Langdale Green have been replaced.
09/05/4.1.2 Most of the newly planted lavender in the planters in Fair Green have died, due to lack of watering.
09/05/4.1.3 The roses in the bed near to the Jubilee Horse Trough are looking superb, due to non council care. Was this bed and others established for the Golden Jubilee?
09/05/4.1.4 Goodfellows are promoting the amenities of Mitcham. Nationwide also has a picture of Fair Green and the Clock tower along with McMillan Williams solicitors. Could a certificate of appreciation be designed?
09/05/4.1.5 Recommendations
a) The back of the Cricket Clubhouse could do with a facelift

b) The Ball Court area of the Canons has fallen into disuse and is being used for random storage, could this not be reinstated?

c) The Copse as identified last month could be a wild life area

d) The News of the World Sports Track is losing its cinders, and holes are appearing.

09/05/4.1.6 Groundwork will be holding a session for consultation as to the public requests for the content of the regional park, at Merton Abbey Mills during the coming festival.

09/05/4.1.7 The fragments of land on the northern side of Three Kings Pond and Piece are not being maintained well.

09/05/4.1.8 There is a good project for a research student in the creation of a local walking strategy.
4.2) Trees (JD
09/05/4.2.1 JD was on holiday so therefore no report
09/05/4.2.2 MG has been informed by the council of a three year plan to maintain the commemorative tree in the Canons

FROC
No report

4.3)  Fund Raising & Publicity. (AW)
There was no report.
4.4)  Planning applications - Buildings / Licensing / Trees. (J O’S)
09/5/4.4.1 The application for BDS Chemicals in Wandle Way has been passed
09/05/4.4.2 13, Commonside Way – an application for residential redevelopment has also been passed.
09/04/4.4.3 Three applications have been made for work on the Wilson site as part of their development.
09/04/4.4.4 MA said that there had been a meeting regarding the Methodist church on May 19th. However despite promise, the plans had not been mad e available for discussion, though they had been sent to the council.

09/04/4.4.5  MA said that two letters had been sent to Tony Ryan for comment regarding the Birches and the Methodist church applications.

4.5)  Mitcham Cricket Club. (GW)
09/05/4.3.1 The social evening went well and was most enjoyable
09/05/4.3.2 JYRS said that Pat Batty would like to further cement and develop relationships with groups such as C&H.
09/05/4.3.3 JB said that a representative of the club had been to Burgess Park, which is one of the newest clubs in London, and this had been appreciated.
4.6)  Mitcham Hall of Fame. (EP)
09/05/4.5.1 Andy Sandham was Surrey’s opening bat and did not keep wicket.
09/05/4.5.2 EP has been in further touch with Ewan Green
4.7)  Finance.  (JYS)
09/05/4.6.1. The deposit account stands at £2858.99. 

The current account stands at £538

4.8)  Membership (JYS)
08/05/4.8.1 There are currently 41 members (17 Life and 24 annual)
4.9 & 10)  Mitcham Centre Regeneration Proposals (LH), Cricket Green Transport Proposals,  Mitcham Society (LH)
09/05/4.6.1  Representatives from TFL and LBM attended the Mitcham Society meeting. It seems the bus stop will still go ahead despite the concerns raised.
09/05/4.6.2 There is some confusion as to whether Morrisons will be coming to Mitcham. It was generally felt that the town centre was starting to regenerate on its own.
09/05/4.6.3 There has been a stabbing in Fair Green. The dispersal zone will come into effect on June 7th. There are now huge issues about Gang related crime in the area. 
4.11)  Civic Trust, South Warder and South Mitcham Residents Association 09/04/4.8.1 No report

1. 5.  Correspondence. (JYS)
2. There was no further correspondence other than that which had been discussed in the meeting.

6.  Review of Conservation Area. (ROCA,- JD)
09/05/6.1 Nothing further has been heard since the resubmission of the report.
7.  Events
6th and 7th June – Wandle Valley Festival (Watermeads wetlands will be open)
13th June 2009 – Mitcham Carnival
20th June 2009 Wimbledon Fair
8.  Any  other business
09/05/8.1 JB said that English Heritage were hoping to organise the Open House  weekends, following the closure of the Civic Trust
09/05/8.2 A list of the walks being organised by MN was circulated.
9.  Date of Next Meetings.

1) Tuesday June 30rd 2009 at 6.pm (Cricket Club)

2) Tuesday July 28th  2009 at 6.pm (Cricket Club)

3) Tuesday August 25th 2009 at 6pm (Cricket Club)
Meetings are normally held on the last Tuesday of each month at 
THE CRICKET CLUB PAVILION.
Meetings will usually commence at 6.00pm (to finish by 7.45pm).
Contact  for communications:-
R Humphreys (Company Secretary)
Wimbledon Guild

30 -32 Worple Road

London SW19 4EF
Fax 020 8296 0042

Tel 020 8946 0735
Email rhumphreys@wimbledonguild.co.uk.

Registered Office (For postal collection)
 c/o MVSC, Vestry Hall, London Road, Mitcham, Surrey, CR4 3UD.
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