Minutes of a meeting of the Merton Community Policing Partnership, 22nd January 2009, Merton Council Chamber
Present

Mary Ball
St Helier Safer Neighbourhood Panel and JAG

Fred Cox
London Probation

Peter Dobson
Metropolitan Police

Annalise Elliot
Safer Merton

Chris Frost
Merton Voluntary Service Council (Chair)

Margaret Groves
Garth Residents Association

Cllr Maurice Groves
London Borough of Merton

Dave Hobday
Merton Voluntary Service Council (minutes)

Gillian Kitcherside


Kelly Marshall
Safer Merton

Christine Matthews
Merton Stop and Search Monitoring Group

Eric Matthews
West Barnes Safer Neighbourhood Panel

Daphne Monk
Cannon Hill Safer Neighbourhood Panel

Andy Ray
Wimbledon Civic Forum

Jude Sequeira
Metropolitan Police Authority
Jack Sims
Merton Neighbourhood Watch Association

Richard Tracey
Metropolitan Police Authority/ GLA
Apologies

Peter Conellan
Merton Governors Association

Pat Ericker
Raynes Park Safer Neighbourhood Panel

Ann Hopkins
Trinity Safer Neighbourhood Panel

Maurice O’Connell
Cricket Green Safer Neighbourhood Panel
Rev Gill Pawson


Saleem Sheikh
Wimbledon Mosque

1. Chair’s welcome

Chris Frost opened the meeting.
2. Minutes of the meeting of 21st October
These were agreed as a true record.  Matters arising:

· The executive committee submitted a resolution to the MPA and police regarding concerns over the treatment of officers from Black and Minority Ethnic Communities.  Mr Karim was thanked for raising the issue.

3. Safer Merton Joint Strategic Assessment
It was agreed that this item be moved up the agenda.  Annalise Elliott and Kelly Marshall from Safer Merton gave a presentation on the consultation process for the Joint Strategic Assessment, which would set priorities for 2009/10..

949 questionnaires had been received, which was a considerable increase on the previous year.  The responses will be analysed and a decision will be made in February on which areas would be prioritised.

Questions/ comments from the floor:

· How do you monitor knife crime?  Safer Merton set up a project management board to monitor this.  Board gets police data, plus data from ambulance service, Accident and Emergency, knife arches etc.

· Demographic breakdown of responses by sexuality may under-represent the number of responses from gay/ lesbian people.  

4. Police Crime Report for Merton
Superintendent Peter Dobson gave a report on the latest crime figures for Merton, which had been taken from the MPS website (a copy of the relevant report is available from the group’s website at www.mvsc.co.uk/mcpp).  Questions and comments were as follows:
Are figures on road deaths available?  It is understood that figures can be made available on a quarterly basis.

Increase in business robberies
The police have worked with the Chamber of Commerce to raise awareness of the issue.  Merton has also participated in Operation Vanguard – following cash in transit around the borough, which has helped reduce numbers.

Increase in residential burglary
This is a significant issue as it feeds into fear of crime.  an increase is predicted for 2008/09, although this follows several years of reduced figures.  Rates are predicted to be similar to those of 2003/04.  Overall, in comparison to 15 similar boroughs, Merton’s performance on burglary is the 5th highest.  Actions being taken in this area include redeploying task force from youth crime, improving reporting, additional resources for DNA tracking and a London-wide week of action in February.  The Joint Tasking Group has made burglary a priority, as have 8 SNPs in Merton.
A question was asked regarding changes to classifying burglary, whereby an attempted break-in is now classified as a burglary.  Had this had any impact on figures?  It was felt that this had made comparison over a period of time more difficult, but has improved consistency across police services.

Other figures
· Motor vehicle theft is down
· Theft from a motor vehicle is down

· Gun crime is down – very few offences.

· Knife crime is down 20%

· Racist offences are down

· Total notifiable crime:  the police are predicting a standstill for this year, following big falls in recent years.

5. The work of the MCPP
Dave Hobday gave a presentation providing an update on the on the recent work of the MCPP.  A copy of the presentation can be downloaded from the group’s web pages at www.mvsc.co.uk/mcpp.

6. Stop and Search
Christine Matthews gave an update on the work of her group in giving presentations to local community groups on the use of stop and search.  Christine has given 15 presentations so far, including:

· A talk to a group supported by Merton Mencap, accompanied by 2 PCSOs.  The group feels there may be a need for improved training for police on contact with learning disabled people.

· A talk at Asylum Welcome, which had highlighted issues in Wandsworth and Merton.

A discussion took place on how to use stop and search sensitively.  It was suggested that the police should require everyone to go through an arch, rather than allowing some people to avoid it.

Pete Dobson mentioned that he would be taking over as police lead on Stop and Search and will be looking to consult on making the best use.  The MCPP and Stop and Search group would be able to help on this.  
Christine thanked the local police for printing posters for the talks.  Chris Frost also offered a vote of thanks to Christine for the excellent work being carried out by the Stop and Search monitoring group.

7. Any other business

Pete Dobson highlighted the new Policing Pledge, a 10 point plan on the quality of service that can be expected, which is aimed at reducing the fear of crime.  Further details will be publicised by the police in the future.
Richard Tracey, MPA Link member introduced himself to the group.  He had found the meeting very interesting and informative.

8. Arrangements for future meetings
Dates of future meetings will be circulated.
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