Minutes of a meeting of the Merton Community Policing Partnership held 24th November 2009 at Grenfell Housing and Training
Present
Jack Simms
Merton Neighbourhood Watch

Su Assinen

Ann Hopkins
Friends of South Park Gardens

Christine Matthews
Merton Stop and Search Monitoring Group

Charles Lusack
EMC and Merton African Organisation

Paula Jewes
Merton Mencap

Margaret Groves
Garth Road Residents Association

Bernadette Sawney
Groundwork Merton

Muriel Sawney

Susan Doran
MPA

Shoshana Foster
ROYAD

Andrew Wakefield
Merton Community Policing Partnership (Chair)

Dave Hobday
Merton Voluntary Service Council (minutes)

Annalise Elliot
Safer Merton

Chris Bourlet
Metropolitan Police, Borough Commander

Pat Ericker
Raynes Park Safer Neighbourhood Panel

Apologies

Saleem Sheikh
Wimbledon Mosque

Mary Ball
St Helier Safer Neighbourhood Panel and JAG

Richard Tracey
Metropolitan Police Authority/ GLA

Eric Matthews
West Barnes Safer Neighbourhood Panel

Andy Ray
Wimbledon Civic Forum

Maurice O’Connell
Cricket Green Safer Neighbourhood Panel
Cllr Maurice Groves
London Borough of Merton
Cllr Henry Nelless
London Borough of Merton

Cllr David Simpson
London Borough of Merton

Peter Conellan
Merton Governors Association

P.K Lom
Buddhapadipa Temple

1. Welcome from the Chair

Everyone was welcomed to the meeting.

2. Minutes of the meeting of 22nd September 2009

The minutes of the meeting of 22nd September were agreed. There were no matters arising.
3. White Ribbon Campaign against Domestic Violence

Annalise Elliot, Safer Merton Manager gave a presentation on Merton’s participation in the 16 Days Campaign against Domestic Violence.  Annalise pointed out that one in four women and one in six men experience domestic violence.
Charles Lusack asked how Safer Merton are engaging with BME groups on the issue.  Annalise reported a range of activities, including funding Domestic Violence advocates (referral through Victim Support), the establishment of a Domestic Violence Forum, a Children Schools and Families project working with the Tamil Community and fronlt line training for health professionals, e.g. GPs.
Shoshana Foster asked about cultural issues in relation to Domestic Violence.  Annalise reported that the issue of Honour-based Violence is now received far greater recognition in recent years.  However the problem of Domestic Violence is shared equally across all cultures.

4. Police Crime Report for Merton

A paper showing latest publicly available crime statistics for Merton had been placed on the MCPP website (www.mertonconnected.com/mcpp) and copies were circulated at the meeting.

Public Attitudes Survey on Confidence in Policing

Chris Bourlet reported on the latest Public Attitude Survey which looked at public confidence in relation to policing.  This showed that Merton is 4th highest in London on how well the police are doing and 2nd highest on how well the council and police work together.  Various reasons for this were given, including Communitysafe, good work on the ground, work of the Safer Neighbourhood Teams etc.  The survey also showed Merton as 8th in London on the police are dealing with issues that matter.  The survey also produced a Confidence Map, showing those areas where people had least confidence.  In Merton, the areas highlighted were Colliers Wood, Mitcham Town Centre and Hillside/ Cannon Hill wards.

Latest Crime Statistics for Merton

Chris ran through his latest figures for Merton which showed:
· Burglary:  Figures are now down to the same level as last year.  Hopefully the end of year figures will show a fall on the previous year.
· Theft of motor vehicles is down 
· Overall crime is down

· Youth violence:  overall figures are down.  However some increases at the more serious level, including an increase in young people carrying knives.

· The police monitor Domestic Violence and Hate Crime figures.  Both of these are showing good progress, including with improvements to the arrest rate.

Chris also reported that Halloween and Bonfire Night had been a busy time for police.  Alcohol will be an issue in the run up to Christmas and in response the Safe, Sensible, Sociable Campaign has been launched.  Also, some officers will be on duty until 4.00 am.

Gun enabled crime
Pat Ericker asked if there were any figures for gun-enabled crime?  Chris responded that this has not been a small issue in Merton and the trend had remained stable over the last five years.
Gang-related crime

Bernadette Sawney asked about the level of gang- related crime.  Chris pointed out that it was hard to define gangs – problems were more likely to occur with dangerous individuals, rather than gangs.  Chris was keen to assure the group that there are no major gang-related problems in the borough.
Violent crime amongst young black men

Charles Lusack asked for an update on ‘black-on-black’ crime.  Chris replied that there were few problems, although cross borough issues with Wandsworth needs to be watched.  Operation Trident provides support where required.
Concerns over the application of ‘joint enterprise’

Pat Ericker raised concerns about the interpretation of Joint Enterprise and the potential that witnesses may be deterred from coming forward if they are seen to have links with the perpetrators of a crime.  In particular Pat reported a concern from a witness of a serious crime that his mobile phone might be used to connect him to the perpetrator.
Chris replied that the mobile phone was probably being used to enable broader gathering of information rather than to connect the witness to the crime.  His understanding was that Joint Enterprise was being used to prosecute people who had a significant part in a group involved in a crime.
Actions to reduce Burglary
Susan Doran asked what actions had been taken to achieve the impressive reduction in burglary?  Chris reported actions including:
· Operations to target young burglars, which had resulted in major successes. 

· Crime prevention advice:  Safer Neighbourhood Teams leaving notes for people to point out opportunities for robbery

· Actions to reduce opportunistic crime

· In the run up to Christmas, Operation Bumblebee will continue, and there will be a continued targeting of Prolific and Priority Offenders.

Women carrying weapons

Susan also asked if there had been any increase in women carrying weapons.  Chris said there were no figures available on this.  Christine Matthews pointed out that average for females arrested by the Met. Police in September to November was 9.51% compared to Merton of 13.51% [amendment agreed 25th February 2010].
Honour-based Violence
As a follow on to the discussion in item 3.  Chris reported that a national training programme had been put in place to raise awareness of the issue and police protocols.
Training in special needs

Paula Jewes asked about the extent of training for police in relation on special needs.   Paul reported that she was working on the police in relation to learning disabilities.  Christine Matthews has also been in touch with Helen Harper on this issue.    Paula would be interested in doing work on travel training – helping to build people’s confidence through a certification scheme.
Chris replied that there had been training for Custody Sergeants, but not more widespread than this.  

Action:  Dave to discuss with Helen Harper how we take this forward
5. Stop and Search Update

Christine Matthews gave a report on the latest statistics in relation to Stop and Search in Merton, which excluding Section 44 (anti-terrorism) and Section 60 (geographical) showed the following:
Ethnicity:  Christine Matthews reported that self defined appearance is not used in the monitoring processes due to the high number of unknowns recorded. The group use the police ethnicity codes.  [amendment agreed 25th February 2010].

Age:  There are large numbers of stop and search in the age categories 10-16, 18-24 and 25-44.

Merton residents:  there are a high proportion of non-Merton residents in the figures.

Recording of complaints

Susan Doran asked if the increase in Stop and Search in September had been matched by an increase in complaints recorded by the group.  Christine reported that the Stop and Search form had recently been redesigned, so there was no space to include the Stop and Search Group’s contact number.  As a result, the number of calls to the group has gone down.

The group also discussed the difficulties of getting useable data from the current police computer system, as the system had not been designed to collect the information being asked for.
Section 44 Stop and Search

Pat Erricker reported that the police had put a poster up during recent use of anti-terrorism stop and search  and this helped people understand what was happening.  Christine reported that the use of Section 44 Stop and Search was very low in Merton.

Engaging with young people

Christine also highlighted the work being done with young people by the Stop and Search Monitoring Group.  With funding from Thames Community Foundation and the Metropolitan Police, the group has been delivering presentations to young people, explaining Stop and Search procedures.  Christine is also seeking to recruit young people to the Stop and Search group’s committee.
6. Policing priorities for Merton 2010-11

Due to the low number of people attending and the limited time available, it was agreed that the group would not seek to identify shared priorities for feeding into the MPA and Safer Merton consultations.  Instead, the group would encourage people to participate on an individual basis.  Annalise informed the group that Safer Merton consultation will feed into the process of setting six priorities for 2010-11.
7. MCPP committee vacancies

Dave Hobday reported that there are vacancies on the MCPP committee.  Dave will contact interested individuals with more information.  Action: Dave
8. Review of MPA/ MPS Community Engagement Strategy

The MPA has asked the group to carry out a consultation exercise on updating its Community Engagement Strategy in the new year. Anyone interested in participating should contact Dave.
9. Arrangements for next meeting

The date of the next meetings were confirmed as:
· 7.00pm, Tuesday 12th January, Merton Civic Centre

· 7.00pm Thursday 18th March, Merton Civic Centre
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