Minutes of a meeting of the
Merton Community Policing Partnership
held 16th March 2011 at Merton Council Chamber
Present

Nigel Skayman
Abbey Safer Neighbourhood Panel
Audrey King
British Humanist Association/ Longthornton Ward
Cllr Logie Lohendran
Cannon Hill Ward

James Cann
Disability Volunteer

Jamie Morgan
Fulham Foundation

Gillian Bannister
Hillside Safer Neighbourhood Panel
Stephen Dehnel
Hillside Safer Neighbourhood Panel

Rowena Treitel
Hillside Safer Neighbourhood Panel
Cllr David Simpson
Hillside Ward and Chair of the Licensing Committee

Anna Murphy
Jigsaw4U

Cllr Edith Macauley
LBM Cabinet Member, Community Safety, Engagement and Equalities

Andrew Wakefield
Merton Community Policing Partnership (Chair)
Charles Barraball
Merton Cycling Campaign

Jack Simms
Merton Neighbourhood Watch Association
Cllr John Sargeant
Merton Park Ward

Patrick Pipat
Merton Priory Homes

Christine Mathews
Merton Stop and Search Monitoring Group

CI Mark Lawrence
Metropolitan Police, Chief Inspector Partnerships
Dave Hobday
MVSC (notes)

Rob Mobile
MVSC
Eric Matthews
West Barnes Safer Neighbourhood Panel
Nazir Malik
West Barnes Safer Neighbourhood Panel

Bilal Shobazz
Southside Merton

Cllr Stan Anderson
St Helier Ward

Ann Hopkins
Trinity Safer Neighbourhood Panel
Saleem Sheikh
Wimbledon Mosque

Mr Capenter

Apologies

Mr Karim
Bengali Association of Merton

Maurice O’Connell
Cricket Green Safer Neighbourhood Panel

Debbie Chapman
Dundonald Safer Neighbourhood Panel

Mike Smith
Figges Marsh Safer Neighbourhood Panel

Peter Connellan
Merton Governors Association

Amanda Sater
Metropolitan Police Authority, Link Member

Sarah Walker
Metropolitan Police Authority
CS Dick Wolfenden
Metropolitan Police, Borough Commander 
Pat Erricker
Raynes Park Association

Mary Ball
St Helier Safer Neighbourhood Panel and JAG

The Merton Community Policing Partnership is serviced by Merton Voluntary Service Council and funded by the Metropolitan Police Authority
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1. Welcome from the Chair
Andrew Wakefield welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Apologies were noted, in particular the Borough Commander, who is currently on secondment with Scotland Yard.  
2. Minutes of the meeting of 13th January 2011
The minutes were agreed. The action on publicising the Safer Neighbourhoods consultation was done.
3. Alcohol related crime and disorder
Andrew introduced Mark Lawrence who gave a presentation on alcohol related crime and the police response.  Key points were as follows:
Nationally, alcohol abuse is estimated to cost between £18 billion and £25 billion per year.  Alcohol is 70% more affordable than in 1980 and an estimated  44% of crime is alcohol related.

In Merton, alcohol-related crime is a strategic priority for the police and partnership, although in comparison with the rest of London, Merton is the 6th lowest for incidents per head of population.  46% of residents say drunk and rowdy behaviour is a concern, especially town centre residents.  Ambulance calls for alcohol related incidents tend to be for higher crime wards, with most calls being for drunkenness, although some for violence.

In 2010 there were 827 incidents where the suspect or victim had been drinking.  Incidents mainly occurred in Wimbledon on Friday or Saturday night.  A range of offences are committed, but the main concern is violence against the person, including domestic violence..  Most incidents are carried out by one person (not gangs).  55% of victims are male. 

Concerns in relation to licensed premises range from GBH and ABH to public order offences and common assault.  However, serious violence is down 34% in the borough.

Alcohol related crime and disorder is a priority area for the Safer Merton Partnership for 2011-12 and an action plan is being drawn up for work in this area.  There is also proposed legislation on licensing which aims to give greater powers to local communities over closing shops and bars which sell alcohol to young people, and allow charging for late night licenses.  Mark highlighted the recent operation and removal of the licence at Bar Sia in Wimbledon as an example of police activity in this area.

Cllr David Simpson, Chair of the Licensing Committee, gave an overview of how the proposed legislation might strengthen the powers of the committee.  These could include restricting the hours that alcohol can be sold in supermarkets and the potential for a levy to fund policing.
Cllr Edith Macauley, Cabinet Member, Community Safety, Engagement and Equalities emphasised that this is an issue in Mitcham and other parts of the borough as well as in Wimbledon.  As a magistrate, Edith found that alcohol related crime was a significant issue for the courts.
Rowena Treitel raised a point about the presence of the magistrates court in Hillside ward and whether this gave an artificial picture on crime levels.  Mark responded that he was aware of one specific incident (not alcohol related) where this had occurred.
Patrick Pipat asked if there were figures on whether perpetrators were from within the borough or outside.  Mark replied that there were no specific figures, but the fact that Wimbledon is a transport hub has an impact on alcohol related crime figures.

Anna Murphy asked whether there were recorded incidents within schools.  Mark could not recall an alcohol related incident in a school, but would be interested to know if this is an issue of concern.

4. Police Crime Report for Merton

Mark Lawrence gave a report on crime figures in the borough.  Performance was generally positive in the following areas:
· Town centre violence

· Domestic Violence (performance in this area remains the highest in London in relation to detection rates and reduction in offences)

· Serious violence and serious youth violence

· Assault

· Gun crime (consistently low in the borough)

· Knife crime

· Race and religious hate crime

· Personal robbery (which has been rising elsewhere)

A current challenge for the police is property crime, especially residential burglary and motor vehicle crime.  Particular areas of the borough have been targeted by professional gangs, especially West Barnes and the A3 corridor.  Pollards Hill and Figges Marsh are also experiencing higher levels.

A resident from Raynes Park raised a concern regarding arrests and sentencing of offenders. Mark emphasised that the police are having successes with arrests and convictions.  Mark also mentioned that the police oppose bail for people charged with burglary.  Edith Macauley stated that magistrates share this view.
Andrew Wakefield asked what the profile of burglars was.  Mark replied that there was a mix of ‘professional’ burglars including teams and people feeding drugs habits.
James Caan and Christie Matthews asked about response times in relation to burglary.  Mark replied that the aim is to respond within 12 minutes if it is reported that perpetrators are still at the scene.  If someone reports a burglary after the perpetrator has left the scene, the aim would be to respond within about an hour.  Police will also follow up with a reassurance visit and further longer term care.
Rowena Treitel asked about an appropriate public response to an alarm going off. Mark replied that around 95% are false alarms, but if people are suspicious the police will send someone.

Cllr John Sargeant asked about the number of burglaries that are opportunistic and how much households can do to increase or reduce risks.  Mark answered that crime prevention was very important as burglars would target the easiest premises. Mark emphasised the need to look out for older or vulnerable neighbours,

Charles Barraball asked whether key access boxes by front doors might identify vulnerable people.  Patrick Pipat from Merton Priory Homes replied that this had not been identified as an issue.
A discussion took place about the types of stolen goods.  Mark responded that common items are laptops and games machines.
5. MCPP youth engagement work
Rob Mobile gave a presentation on the youth engagement work carried out on behalf of the MCPP, and in particular a report of the first MCPP youth conference held on 9th March.  A copy of Rob’s presentation will be posted on Merton Connected.

Cllr John Sargeant asked how learning from the event will be rolled out through schools.  Rob replied that schools had been involved in developing the event and had been asked to build this into the work.  Other partners in planning the event included the police and the youth service.

Cllr Logie Lohendran asked about the definition of youth crime.  Mark replied that the police generally defined this as aged 17 or under.

Andrew thanked the All England Lawn Tennis club for hosting the event, especially the head coach who had provided a tour of the venue for the young people.  Mark thanked Rob for organising the event, which had done an excellent job in bringing young people together.

6. Feedback on London-wide issues
Safer Neighbourhoods

Mark thanked the group for the feedback received on this.  The business case has been submitted to Scotland Yard and it is hoped that a decision will be made on 20th April.  Once information is available, it will be communicated..  Mark emphasised that he wanted to continue to have  open dialogue on this in the future,

Audrey King asked whether Pollards Hill and Longthornton Wards teams had already merged.  Mark replied that the number of Sergeants was currently lower than usual as sergeants from Longthornton, Abbey and Lower Morden are working on the tiral of the  problem solving team, which is so far working well.   The problem solving team will aim to be visible in every ward to maintain confidence.
Stop and Account Consultation
Christine Matthews highlighted the current consultation on recording for Stop and Account and raised concerns over implications if recording is stopped.  The consultation, which closes on 31st March, is being publicised at www.mertonconnected.com/stop-account 

Metropolitan Police Authority

Sarah Walker’s paper giving an update on the MPA was circulated with the meeting papers.
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