



MITCHAM CRICKET GREEN COMMUNITY and HERITAGE

(A company limited by guarantee)

“For the benefit of Mitcham Cricket Green Conservation Area and its Environs”

Draft Notes of meeting held at Mitcham Cricket Club

On Tuesday 31th March 2009 at 6.00 p.m.
Present: John Strover (JYRS)(Director),(Chairman), Russell Humphreys (RH)(Director) Richard Bellamy (RB), John O’Sullivan (JO’S), Audrey Heyhoe (AHe), Janet Manusardi (JMa), Eric Pillinger (EP), Gwyn Williams (GW) (Director), , Joyce Bellamy (JB) (Director), Mags Alexander (MA) (Director), A Hutchings (AHu), Jack Sims (JS), Barbara Adkin (BA), Keith Parsloe (KP) Cllr. Maurice Groves (MG), John Mansfield (JM), Paul Carter (PC), Monica Carter (MC), Cllr. Geraldine Stanford (GS) Lucy Hedden (LH), Angie Paine (AP), 
Apologies:) John Davis (JD), Mike Maberly (MM), Anthony Wilson (AW) Brian Hodge (BH), Kris Buglear (KB), Phyllis Derbyshire (PD), Melanie Nunzet (MN), Eric Montague (EM), Alan Hutchings (A Hu) Cllr Ian Munn (IM)

(Members denoted in BOLD - Action Points (AP)

	1. 1.  JYRS welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
2. Notes of Last Meeting and Action Point list (27th Jan 2009)
 These were agreed 

Matters arising (Action point List)

Any points in the notes would be covered by individual reports.

RH reviewed the  Action Points List (AP) The following have been done:

· The items “Photographs of dogs attacking trees” and “Bid for Awards for All” are both ongoing.

· RH has been unable to obtain a list of memorials as yet from the Borough. He has been in touch with the Mayor’s Office regarding the memorial service and the attendance of MCGC&H.

· MA had been unable to arrange a physical meeting with those members interested in being involved with the Church development, prior to the meeting with the Church representatives. However, communication had been done by email.

· RH has not as yet been in direct touch with a Stonemason regarding the restoration of the Cricket memorial, though he had made the preliminary enquiries.

4.1) Public Open Spaces (JB)

09/03/4.1.1 A new area of Figges Marsh has been planted with daffodils by Friends of the North Mitcham Parks and local schools. A friend of the Parish Church has been enhancing the graveyard with planting of bulbs around the tombs. A fresh replanting of crocii is needed on the cricket Green as the existing ones are becoming depleted. 

09/03/4.1.2 The horse-trough has been planted with low growing foliage plants and the high visibility circular flower beds on the London Road/Cricket green corner have also been planted with seasonal bedding plants. The council should be thanked for this.

09/03/4.1.3 The bulbs around the pond at Cranmer Green have a high impact, as do the ones in the recently landscaped Three Kings Pond. The Canons has a magnificent crocus swathe on the front lawn and daffodils in the wooded area near the Madeira Road gate.

 09/03/4.1.4 The Hooden on the Green has their usual magnificent hanging basket display, and has been joined by the Kings Arms and the White Lion of Mortimer. Raise planters flanking Gino’s and Strowger’s are also an asset to the area.

09/03/4.1.5 In addition to renewing planting of the circular beds at Cricket Green, Council planting has included lavender bushes in the relocated plant containers set around Fair Green. A repeat replacement of a birch tree has been made in the raised bed outside Tesco’s, but the failed trees inside Glebe Court have not been replaced. JB asked if Merton had entered ‘London in Bloom’ for this year. MG said that Cliff Iles would be the person to ask.

09/03/4.1.6 JO’S raised the issues of the tree outside Park Place, which had been planted for the jubilee at a cost believed to be about £11,000. JYRS also raised the issue of the weed killing on Cricket Green. MG suggested that GW should contact Lou Block

4.2) Trees (JD).(report read in his absence)
TREES

09/03/4.2.1 JD still awaiting a formal Council response to emails about the tree felling in Hall Place, and the retrospective planning application that followed.

09/03/4.2.2 The “removed” Tesco’s silver birch has been replaced.  It is hoped that after planting care will be better than previous attempts.

09/03/4.2.3 Thanks to Councillor Maurice Groves, the Jubilee oak that had been badly treated by Conways during the construction of the bus turning circle at Park Place would be mulched and underplanted with lavender and white grass (both drought tolerant).

FROC

09/03/4.2.4 JD  posted the following on FROC’s Merton Connected site:-

“During FROC's latest workday on Sunday 15th march, members were annoyed & bewildered at newly planted trees having been gnawed by dog teeth.  we pruned the affected branches in the hope that the trees would recover.

 

“On a routine walk through the canons on the following day, further tree damage was noted.  calls were made to Merton council & the neighbourhood police.  whilst on the phone a young tan Staffordshire bull terrier was seen hanging by its jaws from a pine branch.  the dog owner seemed to be encouraging the dog.  when asked to control his dog, the owner spat out a tirade of abuse.

 

“On Tuesday much more damage was noted to a further five trees - branches snapped and chewed.  it was obvious that the tan dog had been further baited to carry out these attacks.

 

“Are the moronic owners beyond treating like adults?  What is the purpose of training dogs to behave like this?  one conclusion is that they are being prepared for sale into the fighting arena.  should such behaviour be allowed?

 

“We hope that the council & police will take some action, or at least carry out surveillance.

 

“Who knows if a child's leg will be the next target?  The owners have no control, so such thoughts aren't entirely fanciful.”

09/03/4.2.5 JD phoned the Police again on Wednesday 18th, as the youth, his gang & his dog had been seen in The Canons.  The youth was known to the Police, and had been charged before for anti-social behaviour.  His dog had also been assessed by the RSPCA, and deemed “safe”.  My call ended with a promise that action would be taken against the youth – probably in the form of a verbal warning.

09/03/4.2.6 The workday comprised a walk round The Canons examining the various tree pruning that had been carried out by competent contractors, then on with the wellies & gloves to further remove silt, brambles & leaves from the pond.  Whilst there we discovered the first frogspawn of the Spring.
4.3)  Fund Raising & Publicity. (AW)
There was no report.
4.4)  Planning applications - Buildings / Licensing / Trees. (J O’S)
09/3/4.4.1 JOS reported that plans for a recycling plant in Riverside House had been passed. These were for 8 vessels, but all of which would be contained in the one building.

09/03/4.4.2 There was a long discussion regarding Birches Close. There had been an email from JD regarding the site( which included information from IM), which RH will re-circulate. The email referred to dwelling to be built half of which would be sold off to the public. PC said that a similar thing had happened to the war memorial Hospital in Purley. The issues of whether there were any TPO’s relating to the trees in the site was raised. Rose Stepanek to be contacted.

09/03/4.4.3 PC raised the issue of the school in Upper Green east. GS said that permission had been refused for a Conference centre/admin centre, but it was said by others that that the building was being used for classes. The school had launched an appeal, but there must be safety issues involved. They are using the Canons for their play area.

09/03/4.4.4 At the outset of the discussion, it was made clear that MG and GS would be unable to comment on this issue. 9 people had attended the latest meeting with the Church. Most of the communication prior to the meeting had been conducted by email. The meeting had been dominated by an individual, who had not been at any previous meeting. It is necessary that there be a pre-meeting so that everyone is aware of what will be said. The main issues that have arisen relate to the height of the building, which seems now to be several metres higher than previously thought. 

09/03/4.4.5 There was need for a meeting to be called. JYRS said that there was precedent for a more suitable development as had been done on the ESSO site. JOS said that he was against any building of flats due to the over development of the area. The meeting was very clear that it was not against the development of the church in its own right, but had concerns about the building of the flats. It was also agreed that information for the meeting had to be received in enough time to have a meaningful discussion.

4.5)  Mitcham Cricket Club. (GW)
09/03/4.3.1 Nothing really is happening at the moment.

09/03/4.3.2 The third eleven will be using Merton grounds this year as the academy pitch will not be fit. 

09/03/4.3.3 The first matches will be in May.    JB asked if there could be a social before the first match. Subsequently it has been decided that there will be a social evening on May 2nd, to which all are invited.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
4.6)  Mitcham Hall of Fame. (EP)
09/03/4.5.1 EP told the meeting that he and GW had retrieved several score books and photographs from the ‘shed’. These were on display. They are being slowly dried out. Several years are still missing; however lists of subscribers from early in the 20th century are recorded. EP’s father was treasurer for many of the years. EP made reference to Sandom, Strudwick and Bates who founded the cricket school, which was later taken over by Alf Gover.

09/03/4.5.2 Thought will be needed as to how the records and photographs can be preserved. Several local well known names are listed as supporters. One being the Biggar family. Col. Biggar saved the common and was suggested for the Hall of fame.

4.7)  Finance.  (JYS)
09/03/4.6.1. The deposit account stands at £2858.99. 

4.8)  Membership (JYS)
08/03/4.8.1 MC and PC renewed their membership at the meeting. 

4.9 & 10)  Mitcham Centre Regeneration Proposals (LH), Cricket Green Transport Proposals,  Mitcham Society (LH)
09/03/4.6.1 The launch of the new market place took place at Midday on the 5th March 

09/03/4.6.2 Mitcham Means Business has been moved to the ‘Generator’.

09/03/4.6.3 Chris James had addressed the Mitcham Society about the Four Borough’s recycling policy. 

 09/03/4.6.4 A walkabout with Siobhan McDonagh has been arranged for 14th April at 10am. All aspects of Mitcham are to be covered.(Meet at Funnels)

09/03/4.6.5 The dispersal zone is to be reintroduced. 

4.11)  Civic Trust, South Warder and South Mitcham Residents Association 09/03/4.8.1 No report

1. 5.  Correspondence. (JYS)
09/03/5.1 There was no correspondence other than planning applications   and replies, and those already mentioned. JYRS had complained about the late arrival of notes for the Mitcham Community Forum

.  
6.  Review of Conservation Area. (ROCA,- JD)
09/03/6.1 JD had submitted a copy of the recommendations to the new officer dealing with ROCA. Cricket green will be the first to be dealt with.

7.  Events
14th April  - Walkabout – 10.am Meet at Funnels

 2nd May -   Social at Cricket Club – 7.30 pm.
13th June 2009 – Mitcham Carnival
20th June 2009 Wimbledon Fair
8.  Any  other business
09/03/8.1 JD has emailed RH with details (as far as they are known) regarding the wholesale redevelopment of Birches Close.  Cllr Ian Munn unearthed some details from Innocent Marimbe, Project Officer of the Merton Team for Adults with Learning Difficulties (based in Russell Road, Wimbledon).
09/03/8.2 MC raise the issue of no seat at the bus stop at Glebe Court. As it is not a shelter, seats are not normally provided.

09/02/8.4 JYRS had had a training leaflet from the Civic Trust. It was about creating a launch leaflet, but the course was in Lancashire.

09/02/8.5 The Heritage Centre is being moved to the Civic centre.

9.  Date of Next Meetings.

1) Tuesday April 28th 2009 at 6.pm (Cricket Club)

2) Tuesday, May 26th 2009 at 6.pm (Cricket Club)

3) Tuesday June 23rd 2009 at 6.pm (Cricket Club)
Meetings are normally held on the last Tuesday of each month at 
THE CRICKET CLUB PAVILION.
Meetings will usually commence at 6.00pm (to finish by 7.45pm).
Contact  for communications:-
R Humphreys (Company Secretary)
Wimbledon Guild

30 -32 Worple Road

London SW19 4EF
Fax 020 8296 0042

Tel 020 8946 0735
Email rhumphreys@wimbledonguild.co.uk.

Registered Office (For postal collection)
 c/o MVSC, Vestry Hall, London Road, Mitcham, Surrey, CR4 3UD.
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