Minutes of a meeting of the Merton Community and Police Consultative Group, 9th January 2008, Merton Council Chamber
Present

Cllr Linda Kirby
London Borough of Merton (Chair)

Saleem Sheikh
Wimbledon Mosque (Vice Chair)

Chris Bourlet
Borough Commander, Metropolitan Police Service

Maurice Dunman
Wimbledon Chase Neighbourhood Watch Association

Paul Eager
Victim Support Merton

Derek Frampton
Village Ward Safer Neighbourhood Panel

Cllr Karin Forbes
London Borough of Merton

Dave Hobday
Merton Voluntary Service Council (minutes)

Elizabeth Howlett
Metropolitan Police Association

Margaret Jones
Victim Support Merton

M.A. Karim
Bengali Association of Merton

Christine Matthews
Stop and Search

Eric Matthews
West Barnes Safer Neighbourhood Panel

Zoe Pullman 
Safer Merton

Ibrahim Rizni
British Muslim Assocation

Jude Sequira
Metropolitan Police Association

Jack Sims
Merton Neighbourhood Watch Association

B. Terrett
Merton Park Ward Association

Graeme Thompson
Metropolitan Police Service

Jan Winning
Merton Racial Equality Partnership

Apologies

Mary Ball
St Helier Safer Neighbourhood Panel/ St Helier JAG

Peter Connellan
Merton Governors Association

Cllr Maxi Martin
London Borough of Merton

Maurice O’Connell
Cricket Green Safer Neighbourhood Panel

Annalise Elliot
Safer Merton

PK Lom
Bhuddhapadipa Temple

Andy Ray
Wimbledon Civic Forum

1. Chair’s welcome and apologies for absence

Linda opened the meeting.  Apologies were recorded, as above
2. Police report: Chris Bourlet, Borough Commander

Chris Bourlet gave a presentation on current crime statistics and key policing issues for the borough.  A copy of the presentation is available by e-mail from dave@mvsc.co.uk.

Questions and discussions included looking at how the presentation of statistics could be improved in the future, the likely impact of the Olympics on the borough and the difficulties of assessing under-reporting of crimes.

In addition, a report was given on the recruitment of CSOs.  So far just over 80 CSOs have been recruited with SNTs and Safer Transport teams.  They represent a good cross section of the community, with most living in Merton or surrounding boroughs.  For some, it is a route to becoming police constables, but there is no shortage of applications to replace them.
3. Update on Counter Terrorism: Graeme Thompson 
A questionnaire was circulated with a closing date 23rd January 2008, as part of an equality impact assessment looking at the effect of counter terrorism on the different sections of the community.  The questionnaire is also the Safer Merton website.
4. Policing Plan Consultation: Graeme Thompson
This item was not covered as the consultation process is not ready yet.
Instead Graeme Thomson covered other current issues, as follows:
· Briefing meeting on the use of Tasars, 15th January at Vestry Hall.  Tasar use is being rolled out to Merton and elsewhere, although they won’t be used by local officers.

· Safer Neighbourhood Teams and Safer Transport Teams.  These continue to work effectively.  Coverage has been extended to buses, underground and railway stations.

· Further information on Kickz:  the project has providing 3 nights of activity in the East of the borough, targeting young people through the Youth Offending Team.  It is  aiming for a further 2 years of funding

· Funding for Police Motorcycle team:  Team is to be deployed on Mitcham Common and other open spaces and residential garages.
In questions and comments, it was noted that there are SNT officers are making increasing use of bicycles and that funding was being sought for additional equipment.  There was also a discussion about the work of CPSOs at local level, with a number of positive comments on how well they engaged with the community and how they were an excellent resource for victims of crime.  This positive experience was matched by a recent inspection of SNTs in Merton by the central team, which was also very positive. 

5. Minutes of the meeting of 25th October and matters arising: Chair
The minutes of the 25th October were agreed as a true record.  There were no matters arising.
6. Update on progress towards establishing the new group: Dave Hobday
Dave Hobday reported that membership of the new group was rising and asked groups interested in being members to return their forms.  It was also mentioned that the criteria for membership had been amended slightly to include organisations that may not cover the whole borough, but do have a role in several wards.
Dave also reported that MVSC would be submitting a funding application on behalf of the group by early February.  This would include an outline of the workplan for the coming year.

7. Appointment of Executive Committee for new group:  Chair
Linda reported that 7 nominations had been received for membership of the executive committee, as follows:
· Zahir Ahmed, Ahmadiyya Muslim Association UK

· M. A Karim, Bengali Association of Merton

· Jan Winning, Merton Racial Equality Partnership

· Mary Ball, St Helier Ward Panel/ Joint Agency Group

· Christine Matthews, Stop and Search Community Monitoring Group

· Andy Ray, Wimbledon Civic Forum

· Saleem Sheikh, Wimbledon Mosque

Linda proposed that all seven be appointed to the executive committee.  This was agreed.

8. News update
Dave Hobday gave a brief update, as follows:
· Work with young people:  The group has been asked by the MPA to participate in its Youth Scrutiny project, which will involve looking at a particular issue of concern in relation to young people.  This follows the MPA conference in November which focussed on young people as victims, witnesses and perpetrators of crime.

· Jude Sequeira has replaced Guy Beattie as the MPA partnerships officer for Merton.  Jude introduced himself to the meeting.

9. Additional items

Report from Saleem Sheikh on recent pan-London meetings

Saleem gave a verbal report on recent meetings he had attended as Vice Chair of the group, including the Metropolitan Police Commissioner’s Meeting, the MPA Hate Crime Forum and the London CPCG Chairs meeting.
News from Elizabeth Howlett, MPA Link Member

Elizabeth reported that she would be standing down from the MPA in May.  The Chair thanked Elizabeth for all her support for the group.
10. Date of next meeting

MVSC will arrange and publicise the next meeting.
