Minutes of a meeting of the Merton Community and Police Consultative Group, 7th May 2008, The Hub, Mitcham
Present

Cllr Linda Kirby
London Borough of Merton (Chair)
Jack Sims
Merton Neighbourhood Watch Association

Bernadette Sawney
Groundwork Merton

Saleem Sheikh
Wimbledon Mosque

Mary Ball
St Helier JAG and Ward Panel

Christine Matthews
Merton Stop and Search Monitoring Group

Eric Matthews
West Barnes Safer Neighbourhood Panel

Pat Ericker
Raynes Park Safer Neighbourhood Panel

Jude Sequeira
Metropolitan Police Authority
Peter Connellan
Merton Governors Association

Charles Lusack
Merton African Organisation

Andy Ray
Wimbledon Civic Forum

Enyi Njiku
London Borough of Merton Neighbourhood Wardens

Chris Bourlet
Borough Commander, Metropolitan Police Service

Dave Hobday
Merton Voluntary Service Council (minutes)

Chris Frost
Merton Voluntary Service Council

Apologies

Derek Frampton
Village Safer Neighbourhood Panel

Annalise Elliot
Safer Merton

Helen Harper
Safer Merton

Becky Germaine
Volunteer Centre Merton

Revd. Gilly Pawson

M.A. Karim
Bengali Association of Merton

Ann Hopkins
Trinity Safer Neighbourhood Panel 

Jan Winning
Merton Racial Equality Partnership

Imran Uddin
Ahmadiyya Muslim Association

1. Chair’s welcome

Linda Kirby opened the meeting.  Apologies were recorded, as above
2. Minutes of the meeting of 9th January and matters arising
The minutes were agreed.  There were no matters arising not dealt with elsewhere on the agenda.
3. Update on establishing the new group
Dave Hobday gave a presentation showing the progress made on establishing the new group, and an overview of the work plan for the coming year.  A copy of the presentation can be found in the “Meeting Papers” section of the group’s mertonconnected web page (http://tinyurl.com/2wqv46) 

The group discussed how to engage with Safer Neighbourhood Panels.  Panel chairs who are already involved in the group were keen to encourage others to participate.  The group is also collecting contact details for panel chairs from Safer Merton.

It was also noted that the executive committee will develop a work plan on how best to make progress in the area of domestic, honour based and sexual violence.

The group also discussed how, by the end of the current year, it would be able to determine if it had been successful.  The key measures would be set by the Executive, but were likely to focus on the successful delivery of the groups work plan and the group being seen as providing an effective community engagement mechanism for Merton.

4. Police Crime Report for Merton and Safer Merton Strategic Priorities
Chris Bourlet gave a presentation on crime statistics for 2007-08 and Safer Merton’s strategic priorities for 2008-09.  The report showed most of the targets for 2007-08 being met.  One exception was gun crime which had risen, although numbers were still low.  Chris reported that, overall, Merton is one of the safest boroughs in London.
Targets for 2008-09 have been set, based on government requirements and comparisons with other similar local authorities.
Safer Merton’s strategic priorities were set following consultation through the Joint Strategic Assessment.  The priorities for 2008-09 are:

· Alcohol

· Anti-social behaviour

· Burglary

· Domestic Violence

· Youth Crime

These priorities show a strong fit with other strategies, including the Local Area Agreement.

5. Merton Stop and Search Monitoring Group Report

Christine Matthews, Chair of the Stop and Search Monitoring Group, gave a presentation looking at current trends in Stop and Search in the borough and the work of the monitoring group.  A copy of the presentation can be found on http://tinyurl.com/2wqv46.  

A discussion took place on the use of stop and search with people from BME communities.  Christine reported that, whilst the figures appear skewed towards BME communities, this could be as a result of the number of non-Merton residents stopped in Merton and the 2001 census being out of date in terms of the ethnicity of borough residents.
6. Policing and Young People

Bec Yusuf, Play Development Worker at MVSC gave a presentation on the range of activities for young people provided by voluntary and community groups in Merton (copy of the presentation available at http://tinyurl.com/2wqv46).  Discussion following the presentation centred on the importance of ensuring children and young people have activities and space to play.
7. Thanks to Chair and Vice Chair
It was confirmed that this was Linda Kirby’s last meeting as Chair of the group and that Chris Frost, MVSC Director, is taking over as interim Chair.  Linda was thanked for her many years of support for the group and for her work on the transition to the new group.

In addition, Saleem Sheikh was thanked for his work as Vice Chair and for his continuing role as a member of the executive committee for the new group.

8. Dates of future meetings

Future CPCG meeting dates were confirmed as:

· 15th July:  Merton Council Chamber

· 21st October: Drake House, Wimbledon

· 22nd January 2009: Merton Council Chamber

Page 1 of 3

