Minutes of a meeting of the Merton Community Policing Partnership, 21st October 2008, Wimbledon Guild Drake House
Present

Frank Anti
Merton Racial Equality Partnership

Angie Bishop
Safer Merton/ Local resident

Chris Bourlet
Borough Commander, Metropolitan Police Service
Peter Connellan
Merton Governors Association

Jim Cook
Metropolitan Police Service
Fred Cox
London Probation

Gillian Denny
Hillside Safer Neighbourhood Panel/SJARA

John Ellison
Community Voice

Chris Frost
Merton Voluntary Service Council (Chair)

Cllr Maurice Groves
London Borough of Merton

Dave Hobday
Merton Voluntary Service Council (minutes)

M.A. Karim
Bengali Association of Merton

PK Lom
Buddhapadipa Temple

Charles Lusack
Merton African Organisation

Christine Matthews
Merton Stop and Search Monitoring Group

Eric Matthews
West Barnes Safer Neighbourhood Panel

Enyi Njoku
London Borough of Merton Neighbourhood Wardens

Laurie Porter
Village Safer Naeighbourhood Panel/ Parkside RA
Ibrahim Rizvi
BMA

Jude Sequeira
Metropolitan Police Authority
Saleem Sheikh
Wimbledon Mosque

Apologies

Mary Ball
St Helier Safer Neighbourhood Panel and JAG

Carol Carey
MS Society

Pat Ericker
Raynes Park Safer Neighbourhood Panel

Ann Hopkins
Trinity Safer Neighbourhood Panel

Cllr Linda Kirby
London Borough of Merton

Maurice O’Connell
Cricket Green Safer Neighbourhood Panel

Mark Payne
Metropolitan Police Service

Jack Sims
Merton Neighbourhood Watch Association

Cllr Richard Tracey
Metropolitan Police Authority

Cllr David Williams
London Borough of Merton
1. Chair’s welcome

Chris Frost opened the meeting and explained MVSC’s role in supporting the group.  Chris also thanked Wimbledon Guild for the use of Drake House for the meeting.

Chris informed the group of changes to the agenda. The item on Public Order Policing would not take place as the officers were now unavailable.  Instead, there would be an additional item on CommunitySafe.

2. Community Safe
Jim Cook from the Metropolitan Police gave a presentation on CommunitySafe, a communication system which Merton has recently signed up to (a copy of the presentation is available at www.mertonconnected.com/mcpp, in the’ Meeting Papers’ section).  The police are keen to encourage people to sign up to the system to receive e-mail alerts on policing issues.  For more information and to register visit http://communitysafe.gov.uk/
3. Minutes of the meeting of  15th July
Ibrahim Rizvi to be added to the list of those present.  With this amendment, 

The minutes of the meeting of 15th July were agreed and signed by the Chair.  There were no matters arising.
4. The work of the MCPP
Dave gave an update on the progress made by the MCPP in delivering its work programme.  A copy of the presentation is available from the meeting papers section of www.mertonconnected.com/mcpp.
5. Police Crime Report for Merton
The meeting consider crime statistics to the end of August 2008, which had been taken from the MPS website.  
Chris Bourlet reported that Merton continues to be one of the safest boroughs in London.  Details were as follows:

· acquisitive crime and vehicle crime were down.

· There is a current campaign to target burglary, which has increased recently.  Chris also highlighted the work done with prolific and violent offenders, including in partnership with other agencies.  As a rough estimate, 20% of offenders commit 80% of crime. 

· It was noted that there had been an increase in rape.  However the police were not aware of any attacks on strangers.  Chris also reported that victims have special Havens they can attend, rather than police stations.

· There had been an increase in robbery of business premises.  There was often a cyclical nature to this crime, with levels dependent on security measures taken by businesses.  The police provide crime prevention advice to local businesses.

· Gun enabled crime was back down to levels of previous years.

· Domestic crime was up, although it was unclear if this was due to an increase in reporting.  The Metropolitan Police have a firm policy on domestic violence – if a crime has been committed, the suspect will be arrested, if present.  There are also three independent domestic violence advocates to help people deal with issues around the impact on victims of a partner being charged.

· Racist crime was slightly down.  Chris reported that racist crime was usually linked to other crimes, e.g. where someone uses racist language in connection with another crime.  
Specific issues were raised at the meeting, as follows:

· Knife enabled crime.  There were no specific figures available, although it is thought that figures are down in Merton.

· Impact of Safer Neighbourhood Teams.  Whilst it is difficult to find hard evidence, it is felt that SNTs have had an impact on public confidence, solving local problems and the quality of service available from the police, including in reassurance, support for victims, anti-social behaviour. etc.  PCSOs have many skills, e.g. communicating with young people and some go on to become excellent police officers. 
· Police in schools.  Merton already has officers based in schools.

· It was asked whether more information was available on racist crimes, including prosecutions.  Action:  Dave Hobday to identify what public data is available and report back.

· Possible impact of economic downturn on crime.  It was reported that, via the Merton Partnership, the police have strong links to other agencies and council departments.  The police have also worked with the Chamber of Commerce on crime prevention.  The Merton Partnership Board will be looking at what the local impact might be of the  economic downturn.
· Increasing the use of CCTV:  This was an issue for the council rather than the police, but the police would support if where there is a need.

· Use of Havens for victims of rape:  Chris reported there were 3 Havens in London, with the nearest for Merton in Camberwell.  They operate as partnerships between the police and health, covering medical and forensic issues.  However, victims can still have visits at home.

6. Operation Blunt 2
Chris Bourlet thanked Jim Cook for setting up a knife arch as a demonstration at the beginning of the meeting.  Chris gave a presentation on the wider context of serious youth crime, a copy of which is available at www.mertonconnected.com/mcpp in the meeting papers section. 
Key points were as follows:

· Serious Youth Violence (SYV) is defined as serious violence involving young people under 19.

· Figures for SYV are fairly stable in Merton and down in London.  Figures for knife crime and murder are down in Merton.

· Police operations:

· Blunt 2:  Stop and Search in relation to knife crime

· Tyrol:  policing public transport

· Trident:  gun crime involving black people as victims and perpetrators

· Blunt 2 involves robust policing of knife crime.  The policy is always to charge people if they have a knife.  There is also an MPS taskforce which deals with gangs, although they tend to come to Merton very rarely.

· Homicide investigations currently have a conviction rate of over 100% as a result of successful prosecutions of previous year’s murders.  Overall homicide has a very high clear up rate.

· Focus on prevention.  Youth diversion projects in Merton include:

· Met Track – athletics project

· Kickz – football

· SNT engagement with primary schools
Chris also emphasised that most young people well behaved and not involved in crime.

7. Any other business
Mr Karim asked the meeting to support a resolution in relation to allegations of discrimination against Muslim officers in the Metropolitan Police.  Following a brief discussion it was noted that the MPA will hold its own enquiry and suggested that the issue be referred to Merton Racial Equality Partnership. The meeting agreed this was an important issue but did not support the resolution and proposed it be taken to the MCPP’s executive committee for discussion and action.  

8. Dates of future meetings

Chris Frost thanked everyone for coming and reminded the group that the next public meeting would take place on Thursday 22nd January 2009 at Merton Council Chamber.
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